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To the Righe Honourable 
Anthony Lord Aſhley, Ba-' 
ron S* Giles,. Chancellour 
of his Majeſties Receipt 
of Exchequer, one of the 

- Commiſſioners for the p 
Treaſury, and one of the 
Lords of his Majeſties 
moſt Honourable Privy 
Council, ec. 


My Lord, 


K now it is the common 
errand of all Dedicati- 
ons, to beg Protefion, but 
T le be ſingular ; for tbe 
ruth is, I might juſily be re- 
puted wery uumannerly, if T. 


ſhould preſume to entitle your 
A2 Lord- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Eordſhip'te: the Paronage of 4 
controverſie, without your con- 
ſent (though, withal, I dare 
'. affirm your Lordſbip;would not 
be 'aſhamed' to ow?) the Prote- 
-flent Intereſt upon any juſt oc- 
-cuſuan ) All my buſineſs is to 
tnreat your Lordſhip to accept 
this ſmall:Piece, as a Teftimony 


of my real gratitude for your 


many Favours. And becauſe 
God hath given me an oppor- 
tunity of publiſhing my thank- 
fulneſs;, I muſt let the world 
know how great my obligation 
3s, (which I bope I may do, 


without any offence, either to 


youe Lordſhip, or the Papiſts ) 
To 'which purpoſe, I ſuppoſe, 
it will be enough to ſay, that 
your Lordſhip never © denyed 


me 


.The Epiſtle Dediciroty. 
me your favour, when Þ begg Nl 
it, and that it hath been freely 
conferred without the leaſt in» 
ducement on' my part'; which 
circumſtance renders it truely 
noble, and conſequently "ſult 
able to your. Lordſbips- quality. 

Now to obtain your Lordſtips 
acceptance of this poor Pre- 


ſent, I ſhall uſe no other mo- 


tive or argument, - thatt to af- 


ſure your Lordſhbip,"that- it 's 


tendred with an mifeigned'v6- 


ſpe&t and good will ; and'thit 
though it be but 4 trifle (its 
defugn being only to give your 
Lordſhip'an hours Divertiſe- 
ment ) yet it is ell the return I 
am able to make your Lordſhip, 


* for the many Talents I owe 


you. But you know (My 
A3 Lord) 


Fhe Epiſtle Dedicatary. 
Lord) our Sawiour tells us that 
the. poor Widow that caſt two 
Mites into the Treaſury, caſt 
in more then all the rich men, 
becauſe they caſt in of their 
abundance, but ſhe of her pe- 
wary, caſt in all ber Living. 
And by the ſame rule, bawing 
preſented your Lordſhip with 
all 1 bawe, there was never 
( for ought I know ) ſo great a 
4 \Preſent made you, as theſe 
#0 Mites, . bumbly caſt into 
your Lordſbips Treaſury, by 


(9h Lora) 
Your Lordſhips 
- Moſtobliged, and therefore 


molt Devated Servant. 


THE 
TRANSLATOR 


TO THE 


READER 


NNO n665. The 
A former of thele 
two (mall Tracts 

(compoled by the 


Great Du Moulin of France) 
was made Engliſh, and Pub- 
liſhed z and the other Writ» 
ten by Mr. Clowet, once a fa- 
mous Capucin) coming fince 
accidentally tomy hands,and 
finding tt deſigned as a ſuppli- 
ment to compleat the deſcri- 
ption of the Capucir, imme» 
diately reſolved to Engliſþ it 

X A 4 likes 


ot 4aers. 


likewiſe, and now Preſent 
them bath co your view. You 
will not I {uppoſe think this 
| publication unſeaſonable, if 
you conſider the growth of 
Popery in England, which is 
ſo great, that it 15 now become 
the; Mode to turn Papiſt. 
Of the dangerous cenſequen- 
ces whereof, how ſenfiblehis 
Majeſty, and his two Hoults 
of Parliament are, .' we may 
gueſs, by the late addreſs for 
putting aſtop to this growth, 
and his Majeſties Gracious 
Proclamation to that end. 
What the Principles of the 
Romaniſts are in reference to 
heretical (that is Proteſtant) 
Princes and Gavernours, and 
hes their | Pratices have 
been 
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To the Readers: 


been, I need not mention, 
they are ſufficiently known 
to the world. Bur becauſe 
they talk much of their Loy- 
alry to King Charls the Firſt, 
of ever  Bleſled Memory ; 
dyring our unoatural inte- 
tine: War (which I thiok is, 
the only inſtance they can al- 
ledge) they muſt give me 
leave to ſay, that it was not 
cheir Principles. that made 
them L oyal. Iam ſure their 
Holy Father and their Church 
teach them otherwiſe, and 


(7) an «<minent Peer of thisa The Far 


Realm,thinks he hath demons, hi 


{tcated the neceflity, or inte; drm my, 
reſt, made them, .chole the = 
Kings Party ;- and. if ſo, they int '© + 

Papiſtzand 
pave great caule to baaſt of Quakers. 


their 


To the Readers: 


their Loyalty. As' for the' 


Articles of their Faith made 
at Trent, if you will take the 
pains toexamine them by the 
rule of God s Word, perhaps 
you will find that they have 
as much reaſon to brag of 
their Creed as of their "A 
alty. As for the Papal G6o- 
vernment, though it be term- 
ed Ecclefiaſtical, yer (rhe 
Court having ſwallowed the 
Church) you will find it 
meerly, or chiefly Political: 
Laſtly, if you examine their 


| oe ores. Diſcipline and Cere- 


"monies, compared with the 


ih 'oLives and Herefies of theit 


Popes and Clergy, you will, 
+ ſuppoſe, withourmuch dif. 

* "ficuley conclude, that they 
have 
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To the Readers 


have as little cauſe to be 
roud of their Popes Govern- 
ment, Diſcipline, Worſhip, 
Church and Churchmen; as 
of their Creed or Loyalty. 
As for their Monks, you'will 
know what they are,” when 
you have peruſed this little 
Book 3 So- that I (hill. only 
adde, that if Piety conſiſts in 
wild,impertinent, abſurd, and 
ridiculous actions, they are 
the greateſt - Saints that-ever 
lived upon earth, and in the 
next rank Mountebanks, 
Morrice-Dancers, Jack-Pud- 
dings, Bedlams, and ſuch 
like deſerve to be placed. 
In a word, whether the terms 
of Rebel, Traytor, Heretick 
and Phanatick,which the Ro- 
manilts 


To the. Readers; 


maniſts do;ſo confidently and 
| liberally. beſtaw; on all ſorts 
'J of people that are not of their 
own, gang.z may! not with as 
much juſtice be. retorted on 
themſelves, even by the mo 
extravagant Sectary ; is left 
to the deciſion. of every in- 
telligent impartial Reader. 
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The Authors Pref ace. 


Ome new Gueſts being: come 

to this T own, who are rare ex- 
amples of modeſty, and fincerity, 
common ctvility- requires that we 
ſhould preſent them with ſome- 
thing, which may prove uſeful and 
ſerviceable tothem. Now I can- 
not think of a fitter Preſent, for 
perſons of a ſublime profeſſion, 
and extraordinary ſanctity, then 
to preſent them with a deſcripti- 
on of their Original, and the con- 
tinuation, and progreſs of. their 
vertues. For although Father 
Joſeph 1n his book againſt. my 
Three Sermons, calls me Fool, 
Cheat, and an Impoſtor, yet the 
Rule of Charity requires us to 
render good for evil. Beſides, 
we. muſt not judge of perſons by 
one (ingle action: neither muſt we 
under pretence, that this Reve- 
rend Father hath his fits, of paſſt- 
ons, conceal his vertues 3, elpect- 
ally, that Capucin-like goodnels of 


his, 


TP ef ace, 


his, When in his Sermon at the 
Gallows, tocomfort a Whore who 
was to be executed ; he calls her 
ſiſter 3'and why might he not call 
whores his lifters, ſeeing venerable 
Francis, the Patron of the Capn- 
cins, called the Magpies, Gra- 
ſhoppers, and Swallows his ſiſters? 
With the like Prudence he ex- 
horrs this poor condemned perſon, 
whoſe name was Marecarect, to re- 
commend her Soul to St. Margaret, 
which 1s a Saint that nevexg was in 
the world,and is placed idfceven 
without having ever been upon 
Earth. After which proofs of his 
rare wit, he condemns us all to 
Hell, to keep him company. 
Wheretore he will not be offend- 
ed, I ſuppoſe, if an acknowledg- 
ment of ({o charitable an office, I 
addreſs to himthis ſmall Treatiſe, 
wherein he will ſee the Original 
of his Order, and the illuſtrious 
aGions of the Caprcins, whoſe 
perfefions the Apoſtles could not 
attain unto. The Reader. _ 
cre 


OO aw wn. wo? Y,-=-x 


here find very pleaſant extrava- 
gances and Follies more then e- 


nough to make a Saint of (the 
word Saint having changed its 
ſigniftcation in this blefled age :) 
For now adays if a man would 
attain unto a Seraphique, and 
ſupereminent ſanity, he muſt 
firſt be out of his wits. 

The enſuing Narrative would 
afford ſufficient ſubje& for laugh- 
rer, did it not afford much more 
ſubject for ſorrow and compallion. 
For a man. cannot ſee without 
great grief, the Chriſtian Religion 

uite disfigured, and poor people 
fd with empty ſhews in ſtead of 
true and holy doctrines. 

The God of mercy take pity 
on ſo many poor people ſo grolly 
abuſed ; and ſtir up his zeal, and 
wonted compaftions to deliver 
{o many Soulsenſnared by a coun- 
terfeit holineſs: to whom the 
Holy Scriptures are a book alto- 
gether unknown, and ſealed with 
more then ſeyen ſeals. 

My 


, 1 


4 eFA4ce. 

My deſign in this Treatiſe 1s 
not to offend theſe Fathers, but 
to inſtrut them, and to ſhew them 
how far diſtant they are from true 
holineſs, alſo to 5 Rdrbrmerh to 
them, that in aſpiring to a degree 
of glory above Abraham, Moſes, 
and other ſuch petty Saints, who 
never did works of ſupererogati- 
on, they take the courſe to come 
behind the meaneſt : and that ſome 
crimes are more tolerable then 
their fanftity. The Lord open 
their eyes, that they may ſee 1t is 
a dangerous thing to mock him, 
and that they have to do with a 
terrible Judge, who cannot be de- 
ceived, who ſearcheth the heart, 
and from'whom nothing is hid. 
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CHAP. I. 
of the aoneftck Profe eee top is 


General. 


'F* E Movks, do ; gal 
profeſs, works Sober” 
erogatian, A is, £Q:40 ' 
more good warks, and more pEr- 
left, "00 thoſe On Godcomr 


Manas 


YL regt p 


'mavids in his-Law 3 that ym 
| _ to do works more exce 
entthen to love, 'and ſerve God 
with,all their year, and with all 
theit” ſtrength's for , it » is) that 
which God commands in his Law. 
Therefore they ſerve God: with 
more than all their ſtrength 3 they 
are more verttous than God 
axauld have them to be. :More- 
over they would make us. be- 
lieve, that by their profeſſion of 
auſterity, and ſevere Diſcipline, 
they do more ſatisfaftory works, 
ns ſuffer -more. puniſhment than 
their ſins deſerve, and that the 
overplus ſerves for others. For 
the Pope' gathers this over- 
plus into the Church-treaſury, 
and4iſtributes it'to people by his 
indulgencies. * 
- ,, By theſe works of ſupereroga- 
tion, the 2f0nks pretend to attain 
unto a ſupereminent degree of 
celeftial glory, far above thoſe 
ſmall Saints who \contented.them- 
ſelves to fulfil the” Law of God, 


with» 
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The Captcin Tread. 
without doing any thore. This 
degree of glory is called by the 
Doftors Arreolo. To which de- 
gree Abraham, Jacob, Samuel, Da- 
vid, Ec. have not attained ; for 
they never did works of ſuper- 


erogation. h 


——— 


CHAP. IL. 


Of the Begging Fryars, and their 
Vows; and of the difference 


*twixt them, and the Jeſuits." 


Here are four ſofts of Begg- 
ing Fryars, vis. The Minors 
(called in France, | Cordeliers ) the 
Preachers (who are ' alfo called 
Jacobins, and Dominicans) the 


. Carmelites, and the Aneuſtines, 


They bind themſelves by vow'to 
three things. They vow poverry, 
ſo that they poſlefs nothing'm 
particular, although they abound 
in common. Alſo they vow ne- 
ver toMatry, This they call the 

B 2 vow 


Z 


Ribaden 
ex vita 
Ignatr, 


66,3, 


The Cipucin Ireatec 


vow of Chaſtity, asif there could 
be no thaſtity 10 a married eſtate. 
The third vow, is the vow of O- 
bedience, whereby they oblige 
themſelves (not to keep the Laws 
of God, but) moſt exattly to ob- 
ſervethe Rule of that Saint who 
is their Patron, and the Conſtitu- 
fions of their Order, and to obey 
the commands of the Guardian, 
or Superiour of their Convent, 
and, to obey..the General of their 
Qr&er,and'above all the Pope. 

' The Jeſuits beg not, and reje&t 
the auſterities of the Minors, and 
will: not be called 2onks. They 
are-well ſhod, warmly clad, and 
Ji on good-beds. And they that 
at called Fathers (who are the 
chiet of their Colledg) have their 


Fable (urniſhed with the choiceſt 
-reats. They labour with very 


great 4nduſtry. to gather wealth, 


although 7enatins Loyola, their 
Founder, did beg. They vow 
never to marry. But their chief 
vow, and which they - abſerve 


moſt 


SS ' 
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Se -Oapncin Treated, 
mot ſtriftly, is the vow of blind 
obedience, whereby they ' are 
obliged. to” obey. their Buperiorr 
in allthatis commanded, without 
enquiring whether the thirig be 
good, orevil: for they will al- 
ways .have it pre-fuppoſed that 
the thing is good. This obedi- 
ence hath coſt many Kings -and 
Princes their lives, particularly, 
that excellent Prince, William of 
N2ſſaw, Prince of Orange, Grand- 
father to the Duke of Bovillor, 
who was killed at Delft by Baf- 
thazar Gerard of the Franck 
County, excited thereunto' by 
the Jeſuits of Treves. His proceſs 
and examination are to be ſeen at 
Delft in Holland. 

They ſay indeed, that we muſt 
do nothing contrary to the com- 
mands of God ; but they permit 
not thoſe who are commanded by 
the Superiour, to examine whe- 
ther his command be conforma- 
ble to the commands of God. For 
(as Pope Julins the third, in the 

B 3 Bull 


be. Capatin Treated. 

Bull which Aibadenera inſerts in 
the life of 7enetivs, ſaith) Chriſtune 
i Prepolfo preſentem; agnoſcant, 
They echnowledge Jeſus Chriſt to be 
preſent in the perſon of the guperior. 
The Capucins are more mode- 
rate; for they oblige themſelves 
to obey their Superior in all things 
except lin. For example; if the 
Superior ſhould commend a Ca- 
pxcin to plant Cole-worts with the 
leaves downward, and the root 
upward, or to lick upthe ſpittle of 
another Capxcir, or to plant a 
ftraw, and to water it until it 
rows, the Monk is bound to o- 
y theſe commands, ſuch a&i- 
ons being moſt proper to try the 

obedience of the A{inors. 


CHAP. III. 


Of the Excellence, and Prerogatives 
of each Order. of tie Begging 
Fryars. 


Ach Order of the bugging 
*,Monks hath ſome Priviledges 
and Prerogatives' to render - it 
commendable. The Carmelites 
have this priviledge above the 
other Orders, that they remain 
in Purgatory but until the next 
Saturday after their death. 

St. Antonin, who hath written 
the life of St. Dominick, the Pa- 
tron of the Preaching Fryars, 
tells us, that St. Dominick being 
ohce in a trance, ſaw the Heavens 
open, and a multitude of Monks 
in celeſtial glory, but ſaw not one 
of his own Order amonglt them, 
whereupon this bleſſed Saint wept 
bitterly. But Jeſus Chriſt com- 


.forted him, by ſhewing him a mul- 
.titude of Jacobin Fryars that were 


B4 hid 


ve Capucin treaten 
hid under the YVirgin AMaries 
Coats. 

Not one of any other Order 
ever had this honour. It is ob- 
ſervable that this Antonin, Arch- 
biſhop of Florexce, was Canonized 
by Pope Clement the 7th An. Dome. 
1523. andthat in the Bull of Ca- 
nonizatinn the ſaid Pope approvs 
of, and authorizeth the Doctrine 
of this Antonin, and gives great 
Indulgences to thoſe who ſhall 
viſit his reliques. The ſame is 
recited by Theodorick in the life 
of Saint Dominick, as Surins re- 
ports. 

But the Afinors ſurpaſs all the 
other Orders in the greatneſs of 
their Indulgences, granted by the 
Printed ar 2 OPEs to St. Francis's Order, 
Ronen by Read a Book, entituled, The trea- 
aw x fare of the Indulgences of $1. Fran- 
Fews's CIS's Cord; and you ſhall find theſe 
free, words in p. 119. Items, every day 
Pala = until the Nativity of our Lady, there 
1619, F#r eight bundred ſixty five thouſand, 

: and one hundred ſixty two _ 
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ve Capucin Treate: 

and one hundred days of" indul- 
gence, and a remiſſron of the third 
part of ſins, ' granted to divers 
Charches. The Jeſuits laugh at 
this, and care not to obtain of the 
Pope ſuch Indulgences. | 

Pope $ixtus 5. Anno 1586. On This may 
May 7. granted to thoſe of the be feen in 
fraternity of St. Francis's Cord, gfihe tn. 
who ſhall ſay five Pater roſters, dulgences 
and as many Ave Afaries, on Palm- A 
Saturday, and on the Feaſt of St. the Cord, 
Jobnthe Evangeliſt; and that be- —_— _ 
fore Porte Latina, the pardon of Febn te 
all their fins, and power to free Bc, ar 
one ſoul out of Purgatory. And if? 
theſe priviledges are confirmed 
by the Letters Patents of the ſame 
Pope 3 dated at St. Marks, Ang. 
9. 1587. 

But the moſt memorable Indul- 
gence, 1s that which (as the Roſary 
of Bernardin faith) St. Francis 
obtained for the Church of $an&a 
Maria Angelorum, called Portian- 
cul; 10 the City of Aſſiſe (viz.) 
that all they who ſhall go into 
that 


19 The Capucin Treated. 
Francis that Church, ſhall receive the re- 


| - was born (Gon. of all their fins. How- 


In thi 
Ciry, 4 ever, Jelus Chriſt would not grant 


_ 's this to St. Francis, but on condi- 
Dutchy of tion that he ſhould pet a confir- 
Spolets. mation of this Indulgence from 
the Pope, 
This alſo is one of the Preroga- 
Os tives of St. Francis's Order, and 
tninici, cz Of St. Dominick's Order, that the 
4. 1. , habit of St. Francis, or .St. Do- 
eeulerem @vinick, is as good as a ſecond 
» Jub Didaco Baptiſm, and that by vertue of this 
' Epiſcos habit,-all our ſins paſt are can- 
apprehen- na 
" ditmtattg- celled. And this 1s the reaſon 
4Þ- why many Princes and perſons of 
nm. - * 
quality on their death-beds have 
been clad in the habit of a Corde- 
lier, or Capucin, that their (ins 
may be pardoned. 
Of all the Patrons of the Mo- 


naſtick Orders, no one is exalted 


to ſo high a degree of celeſtial 


glory, as St. Francis; for he is 
placed in the higheſt degree of 
Angelical glory.) The Church 0 
Rome makes nine Orders of Ag: 


gels 
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Capucin Treated. it- 
gels differing in glory. The high- 
eſt Order, is that of the Sera- 


phins. The ſecond is the Order 
of the Cherubins, &c. But Saint 


the Seraphins, above the Chern-,," 
bins, as St. Antonin tells us in the & in 4. 
life of St. Francis, in the firſt ***- dift.q. 
Chapter; where he ſaith, that {.5. a 
thoſe words of the 18 Pſalm, He tertium. 
rode npon the Cherubins, and did _ 
flie upon the wings.of the winds, are chir. c.8. 
ſpoken not only of Jeſus Chriſt, bur {ef « my 
may alſo be applyed to St..F rancis, apher. in 
who is exalted above the Cheru- vb. Re- 
bins. And inthe ſame Chapter, = _ 
he ſaith, that the ſox wings of the ſunt ſex 
Seraphins, are the ſix perfe ions fe 
wherewith St. Francis was adorned. ornatus 


In this high decree of Glory, hee? bectey 
ſees eight Clafſes of Angels, and "” 


all the Saints far beneath himſelf. 


St. Bonaventure, a General of 
St. Francrs's Order, and a Cardi- 
na], ſaith the like, as I ſhall ſhew 
you hereafter. 

Pope Nicolas 3. inthe Decretal, 
Exiit 
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Exiit qui Seminat faith, that wheri 
DeFiwber Jeſus Chriſt ſpeaks of the foutth 
in Alind part of the ſeed which fell on 
mire Co's good ground 3 by this good fourth 
G aces part, 1s meant, the Religion of 
ſuſcepit, the Minors. 
oh In the ſame place, this Pope, 
Minorum commending the poverty and 
religio. perfection of St. Francis, obſerves 
Chriſtus he had no bag; and that he nds 
egit etiam not thoſe actions of 1nfirmity 
mpme, f- which were in Jeſus Chriſt, who 
dxmut in had two aCtionsof infirmity (viz.) 


fe perets he had a bag. and he fled. In 


Br, theſe two things Holy Francis 


ſurmounted Jeſus Chriſt, 
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CHAP. IV. 


of the words Minor and Minimes 
and of the ebſeruation of the 
whole Rule. 


HE Monks of St, Francis's 

Order, are called Minors, 
that1s to ſay, Leſs than others, in 
token of Humility. But there 1s 
ſprung up another Order of 
Monks, whereof St. Francis of 
Paula, a Calabrian, is Patron, and 
Author.- This Saint hved 1n the 
time of Lewis 11. whodyed Anno 
Domint, 1483. The Monks of 
this Order not thinking it humt- 
lity enough to be called Minors, 
call themſelves. Minimes; that 1s 
to fay, Lp of all. The Life of 
theſe 1/9nks 18 altogether Puadra- 
geſumal, that is, 2 continual Lent : 
By yertue of this Title, they pre- 
tenda right to begging, becauſe 
Jeſus Chriſt, in the 10. of 24at- 


1 ew rh, Whoſoever ſhall give to 


drink, 
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drink to one of the leaſt of theſe, 
or to one of theſe ' M1nimes, a cup of 
cold water. only, ſhall not loſe his 
reward, However, this hinders 
them not from receiving an Alms 
of Wine, although Jeſus Chriſt 
ſpeaks of cold water only. 

It is obſervable, that in the 
Maſs of the ſaid St. Francis of 
Paxla, which 1s celebrated on the 
ſecond of April; the Prieſts reads 
aloud this verſe of the Goſpel : 
Hnod uni ex Minimis feciſtis, mi- 
hi feciftis. Alleluja. What you 
have done to one of theſe Minimes, 

ou have done it to me. For they 
pre-ſuppoſe that Jeſus Chriſt will 
ſpeak of them in the day of the 
General Judgment. This Mas, 
whichis peculiar to the Order of 
the Minimes, they have cauſed to 
be Printed, 

Butto return tothe Fryars 21- 
nors, there are divers ſorts of 
them (viz. the 0bſervantines, the 
RecolleFs, the Capucins,&c. There 
was a time when the Cordetiers 
only 


_ _ — — P ——_ 


ms _ «a cs Hs a— cm toe 4s 


"The Capucin Treated. 


only were in requeſt; but after- 
terward theſe Cordeliers giving 
themſelves liberty in divers 
things, and diſpencing with them- 
ſelves from the entire obſervati- 
on of St. Francis's Rule, and of 
divers conſtitutions of the Or- 
derz the Capucins ſprung up, 
who now adays have the eſteem 
and admiration of the people, 
profeſſing to ubſerve the Rule 
entirely, although they do it not. 
For the Rule of St. Francis com» 
mands the- Fryars Minors to la- 
bour with their hands, which 
command the C.prcirns obſerve 
nor. 


5 
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CHAPYV. 


Of the Auſterity, and Diſcipline of 
the Capucins : and firſt of their 
Habits. 


F. HE Capucins go bare-foot, 
and bare-legg'd, only they 


wear Sandals, or Apoſtolical 
ſhooes, which are nothing elſe 
but ſoles of ſhooes ſo tyed-over 
the feet, that the feet appear. 
They wear only a Gown anda 
ſharp pointed hood : the ther 
ſorts of Fryars Minors weEgr a 
round hood in form of a Child's 
Biggin. 

They wear no _=> only they 
have drawers, which they let 
down when they-whip themſelves. 
To wear two garments, or to 
have ſtockings and ſhooes, or to 
be gixt with a leather girdle, and 
not with a cord, is counted a 

amortal fin. And yet the Legends 
of St. Francis, written by Saint 
Bona- 
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Bonaventure, St. Antonine, and 


Jacobus de Voraigne, ſay that St. 
Francis did ſometimes wear ſtock- 
ings and ſhooes, and was girt with 
a leather girdle. 

In this Cord the Capycins knit 
great knots for an Ornament. All 
this js done in Humility, and 
there is great merit in it. 

They never put off their cloths, 
except it be to take the vermine 
out of them, or to patch them. 
Yea, they will in Humility put 
patches on anew garment. Their 
garments conlilts of three pieces, 
in honour of the Trinity : To 
becladin the habit does as much 

ood as Baptiſm: I have ſeen in 
the Houſes of Princes, and Gen- 
tlemen of quality, little Children 
of ſix or ſeven years old clad in 
Capucins Habit. Mothers do this, 
to imprint on their Children 
heartsa love and reverence tothe 
Order of St. Francis. If a Capu- 
cin ſhould die without his Cord, 
he would be eſteemed to have 


C dyed, 
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dyed without St. Frencis's Habit, 
and anevil cenſure would bepalt 


upon him. 


— 


CH AP. VI. 


 — 


Divers Auſterities, and Obſcrua- 
tions of the Capucins, as well 
thoſe towhich they are obliged by 

. their Rule, and by the Conſtitu- 
tions of their Order, as thoſe to 
"which they oblige themſelves by 


voluntary devotion. 


T7) Y the conſtitutions of the X4i- 
nor Fryars, toride-on Horſe- 
back, except in caſe of ſickneſs, 
or no neceſſity, is a mortal 
ſin; although St. Francis did of- 
ten ride upon an Aſs. 

It isalſo a mortal fin for a Monk 
to have in particular, and with- 
out the Superior's knowledge, 
any thing worth above thirty 
pence: and if he ſhould die with- 
outrevealing it tothe Rs 

c 
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he is deprived of Eccleſiaſtical 
burial. You may ſee this in the 
Declarations of the Rule. 

They are not permitted. to be 
God-fathers, nor to preſent a child 
to Baptiſm: this they account 
ſcandalous, and St. Francis's Rule 
forbids it. 

Itis an ordiuary cuſtom among 
the Capncins, to ſend to women in 
travel, little pieces of St. Francis 
wood, or to canſe them to ſwallow 
the powder of it in ſome holy 
water, to facilitate their delivery. 
This St. Francis's wood. is the 
wood of a great Oak, which was 
once the ſtatt which he uſed when 
he walked abroad. This ſtaff 
(out of reverence) he would not 
carry into the Church, but pitch- 
ing it into the ground at the 
Church-door, it took root, and 
became a great tree. 

In the Choire of the Capucins 
Churches, there ſtands a veſlel full 
of (and, or lime, into which they 
ſpit. Divers Capacins who have 
| 2 left 


19 


The Capucin Treated. 


left the Order,and have been eye- 
witnelles, do aſſure me that they 
have ſeen ſome Capncins lick up 
the ſpittle, which (through heed- 
leſneſs) hath faln beſide the veſlel, 
and jn mortification to ſwallow it. 
This 1s accounted a great vertue. 
They have alſo ſeen the Superior 
command ſome Monks to lick up 
the ſpittle of the reſt, in Humility 
and Mortification. 

It is a ſxequent cuſtom among the 
Capucins, o prick themſelves 3 
and with their blood to ſign vows 
to the Virgin Aury, and to carry 
the papers whereon theſe vows | 
are written, about with them. 
This 1s taken for grand devotion. 

They he 1n their cloaths upon 
boards, and a little ſtraw, over 
which there is a linnen-cloth 
ſpread, and nailed to the boards. 

They make three Lents: two 
by neceſlity of precept, and the 
third by voluntary devotion. 
\This St. Fraxcis's Rule teacheth 
them. Alſo they faſt twelve days 

before 


before Whitſontide; and on all 
the Vigils of the Virgin, of the 
Apoſtles,and of the Saints of their 
Order. 


They give to whom they ?< 


pleale, certain Letters, which 
they call Letters of Filiation, au- 
thorized by the Pope, whereby 
they give to thoſe who have them, 
as great a ſhare of all their auſte- 
rities, penances, faſts, whippings, 
Ec. as if they were members of 
their Order. Sothat a Merchant 
or a Gentleman, by virtue of theſe 
Letters of Filiation, hath as really 
a part in their merits and fatisfa- 
tons, as if they were his own; 
for ſo they ſay God will have it, 
and that hetakes this for payment. 

They never goout of the Con- 
vent, without asking leave of the 


Sypertor on their knees. 


The young Monks dare not 
ſpeak to the elder, but on their 
knees; and when they have ſpoken 
they make a very low bow. 

The Capucins give to people 

C 


3 little 
j 
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Bonaven; 
apud Surte 
um, page 
3+ 
Antonin. 
7224 
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little tickets, wherein the name 
of Jeſus is written, to cure the 
Ague or Fever, Herein they dif- 
fer from the Auguſtine Monks, who 
' give a little loat without leaven 
on St. Nicholas Talentin's day,who 
wasa Saint of their Order. They 
ſuppoſe that theſe loaves have a 
great vertue againſt diſeaſes. 

Their Conſtitutions forbid 
them to ſhave themſelves; but 
they are permitted to trim them- 
ſelves with Sciflars. And they 
dare not keep a Razor 1n their 
Convents, except it be to ſcarifie 
their ſhoulders after the uſe of 
Cupping-glaſles. 

By the ſame Conſtitutions they 
are forbidden the uſe of Spices; 
and to beg Eggs, and Cheeſe. 


CHAP. 
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flagellum 3 that 1s, Go to, brother frater 


CHAP. VII. 


Of the Whippings of the Capucins. 


Y the Conſtitutions of the 
Order,. the Capncins whip 
themſelves three times a week, 
at two a Clock after midnight; 
(viz.) atwo after Sunday night, 
after Tueſday night, and after 
Thurſday night. In the Winter 
they whip themſelves, at half an 
hour paſt five 1n the evening, for 
fear of too great a cold in they. 
night. They whip themſelves Franciſci, 
on the back and buttocxs. pag. 38. 
. "REIT F Antonin.g 
This they do in imitation of pe cre, 
St. Francis, of whom St. Bonayen: tit.24 6a, 
ture, and St. Antonine write, thatg, cs is" 
that being one day tickled with Det ſenti- 
carnal temptations, he Jaſht him- 9 ve 
. , epoſit a, 
ſelf very ſeverely with his Cord, chord4 du- 
ſaying thus to himſelf: Ea frater 7iſime ſe 
7 pl &- : hire Yrberabet 
aline, decet te manere, O* ſic ſubire gjcen,, Ha. 
aſt. 


Aſs, thou muſt ſtay, and be whips &c. 
C 4 thus. 


OT tinued for all this 3 and therefore 


| quaquem to ſubdue them, he ſtript himſelf 
| #ſcederety, (qark naked, and plunged himſelf 


| foras exi- 


hyems efſet 3nd made ſeven ſnow-balls, ſay- 
In magnam - 


nivis con- 10g, The biggeſt 7s thy W ife, and 
— geriem ſe theſe two are thy two Danghters,&c. 


_ x. I heſameis recited by Jacobes de 
Antonin. Voraigne, 1n his Legend of Saint 
= Wi Francis. And St. Antonine faith, 
'**  thathe often plunged himſelf ina 
place full of ice and ſnow, »ſque 
| ad illiciti matus receſſum, that is, 
| until the immodeſt motion of his 
| ſecret parts ceaſed. 
Beſides this whipping, and the 
| Antonin. torments which St. Francis inflict- 
| £7: So. ed on his own body the Devils 
| Fagella 2 whipt him often, and very rudely : 
| 4monibus yt the bleſſed Saint gave demon- 
| ſtrations, that he received all this 
with joy. Bonaventure ſaith, that 
one day the Devils beat him ſo 
ſorely, that they left him half 
dead, 
But - 


: 


* Ih. thus. * But his temptations con- 


ens cam Over head and ears in the ſnow, ' 
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But to teturn to the whipping Bm. azad 
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for fear of ſtriking him. Being 
all ready, the Superior knocks 
with his hand on a bench, and 
preſently all the candles are blown 
out, and he that wears the cope 
that week, begius to ſing the 
Pſalm, 1Mſerere, and they all fol- 


low, whipping themſelves while 
they ſing. Then they fing, De 
Profundis, then the ancient Salve 
Reginaz and then the ancient, Chrji- 
us fatus eft obediens pro nobis. 
During all this ſinging (which 
laſts . Br half an hour) the 
whipping continues in ſuch ſort, 
that the blood trickles down. 
And they make a terrible noiſe 
with their whips. The ſinging 
being ended, the Superior knocks 
his ſeat with his foot, and ſo the 

whipping ceaſeth, 
This 


'M.. 


q V 3 ble; for many times you ſhall ſee 
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This diſcipline is very rerri 


«> theplaceall bloody : and in great 
.... Coavents where there are 60. or 


80. Caprcins; there isſuch a noiſe 


of Monks ſinging with open 


mouth, 'and making their whips 
clack, that you would think the 
houſe were falling. This whip- 
ping 15 a juſt action, for thefe Fa- 
thers deſerve it well. 

In the holy week they uſe this 
diſcipline every day 3 but they 
redouble it on Good-Friday; for 
on that day, inſtead of one 14ſe- 
yere, they (ing three; and the 
whippmgconrinuesall rhe while. 

On the Vieziles of the feaſts of 

r, I&@dy, and of the other fo- 
” ak ealts3 and on ever Friday 
of the month of March, they whip 
themſelves in the Dining-room 
before dinner. But this whipping 
laſts no longer, than while they 
are ſinging of one Miſerere;zwhich 
is the 51 Pſalm, which ends 1n 
vitulos : Hence comes the pro- 

verb 
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yerb, to be whipt from Aſſerere 
unto vitalas. . This whipping, 
which is milder, and ſhorter then 
at other timesz3 is exerciſed on 
the ſhoulders only, and not on the 
buttocks. 

This being ended, they eat 
bread and pottage upon their 
knees, in honour of the Virgin 
Mary. Their night whippings 
are exerciſed on their buttocks ; 


his} but the day whippings on the 
EY ſhoulders only. 

or In the morning theſe poor Ca- 
ſe pucrns go abroadto beg, with car- 
hell ved buttocks, and embroidered 
+ 8 backs, carrying a Wallet on the 


ſhoulder. They beg from door 
to door 3 one- gives them Bread, 
another a ſhoulder of Mutton, a- 


Pp nother a leg of a Capon, another 

m F putsſome Wine into their Bottle, wt 
2| which is very large, and of a ” 
y | great capacity. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIIL 


. Of the Penances of the Capucins. 


T H E Penances of the Capucim 
for puniſhing a fault, are im- 
poſed in the Dining-room 3 which 
place ſerves alſo for a Chapter- 
houſe. 

[nthis place, before dinner, the 
Monks, on their knees, wait for 
the Superior, or Guardian; who 
being come, the moſt ancient of 
thoſe whoare to receive Penance, 
puts off his Garment from his 
ſhoulders, claſps his hands, and 
holds down his head, as low as 
his knees; accuſing himſelf of fins 
committed againſt the Conſtitu- 
tions. They do not accuſe them- 
ſelves for want of a firm affiance 
in the promiſes of the Goſpel : 
but ordinarily thoſe thiugs which 
the penitent confeſſeth, are tri- 
flesz for, he confeſſeth either 
that he hath talked too loud, or 
walked 
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walked too faſt, or gaz'd abont 
too much; or hath ſcratcht him- 
ſelf while he was at prayers, or 
hath broken an earthen pot, or 
the like. This confeſſion they 
call the fault, Then come the 
reſt, and make ſuch another con- 
feſlion. 

As theſe confeſſions are abſurd, 
ſo are the Penances impoſed by 
the Superior on the penitent as 
ridiculous. He that 1s accuſed 
in the Chapter-houſe, to have 
broken ſilence, is condemned to 
take a ſhort ſtaff in his mouth, and 
to hold it betwixt his teeth until 
the Superior ſay to him, 7t is 
enough. In Italian, he ſays, Baſta. 
Sometimes they have along pole, 
which five or ſix of them hold be- 
tween their teeth, and ſo walk 
up and down with it while the 
others are at dinner, who mult 
take heed that they do not 
laugh. 

If any one hath whipt himſelf 
too gently, he is condemned to 

whip 
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whip himſelf publickly upon the 
ſhoulders with a Fox-tail in the 
preſence of thoſe that are at 
dinner., 

If any one hath talked too 
much, he is condemned to draw 
a Croſs on the ground with his 
tongue. 

Sometimes for a Penance, they 


» make'a Monk eat with a Cat in 


the ſame diſh. And others are 
made to ſuck a flint dipt in vine- 
ar. 

Others riſe from their knees 
to drink, and as often as they 
drink, they ſay to their brethren 
who are at dinner, before they 
drink3 Brother, pray to God for 
poor brother Linotte, or for brother 
Tribouleus, or for poor brother 
Griboville, &-c. For they are ob- 
liged to take ridiculous names. in 
humility, to render themſelves 
contemptible. After this, they 
drink by permiſſion, with very 
great modeſty, 

If any one be accuſed of being 

to 
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too ſpruce and finical, a bucket of 
water is brought him to view 
himſelf in, or they preſent him 
with the backſide of a kettle for 
a looking-glaſs. 

They who haveſlept at pray- 
ers, are made to lie down in the 
preſence of thoſe that are at Ta- 
ble, and to-ſnore, as if they were 
alleep. 

If any one breaks a cup, or bot- 
tle, or a frying-pan, he is made to 
carry it about hanging on his 
neck for a Penance. 
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CHAP. IX. 


Some extravagant ations, in which 
the Capucins place holineſs. 


[vers Capncins who haveleft 
# the Convent, have confeſled 
to me; that although they were 
accounted the moſt zealous a- 
mongſt them, yet they had much 
ado to forbear laughing at ſome 
extravagant ations, in which the 
Capxcins place holineſs. 
Theſethings following are pra- 
tiled amongſt them, (viz.) To 
view themſelves in a Fryingpan. 
To make a croſs with the tongue 
in the aſhes. To comb the beard 
with a rake. To chop off the 


beard on a block with a hatchet. ? 


To ſtand upon one leg in the 
midſt of the Dining-room. To 
kiſs the feet of all thoſe who are 
at dinner. To make a Monk 
dance before them all. To make 
him fence. To blind-fold = 
wit 
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witha dirty clont. To go about up- 
6n all four hke a beaſt. To carry 
about on tEþ head a basket like a 
head-piece. To put upon the 
noſe a pair of ſpeftacles made of 
felt. To ride about upon a ſtick 
like a'child, '&c. But the ab- 


ſardeſt Penance of all is; when 


the Superior commands a Monk, 
who having filled his belly, leaves 
ſome part of" his dinner behind 
him, to eat it up all; ſo that he 
muſt break his belly- in humility 
and mortification. t 

In the life of St. Felix de Canta- 
lice, (an Almsbegger at Rome, 
Canonized by the Pope, about 
y6 or 17 'years ago) this 13: put a+ 
mong(t his-vertuous afttons, that 
being at Kome, in the ſtreet, he 
met Philip de Neri3 Founder of 
the' Prieſts of the Oratory, -and 
made him drink ofthis bottle; and 


that Philip, inrequital, put his hat 
on Felix his head : Wherenpon 
the Children ig the ſtreet cryed 
out, Fra Feljce a un capello, wr — 
Ma i 
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did theſe Saints by 4. great felf- 

denyal, mutually ,communicate 
their holineſs to eachgther. 

In the Chronicles of St. Frencis's 
Order, it is recorded, that Fryar 
Juniperus, (who is Canonized for 
a Saint,) borled a Hea with her 
guts, feathers and. all. And that 
being in a certain Caſtle, he left 
his dung 1n the bed where he lay. 
Another Fryar MAfinor, named 
yerere, in humility, leapt into a 

auſe of office. « /), 
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CHAP. X. 


Of the names, which the Capucins 
take, when they enter in 'thi: 


Profeſſuon. 


Wi the Capucins ente 
into the Order, after the 
year of Probation, they take 
nother name thenthat which the 
had given themat their Baptiſm; 
For (as I have. already faid) 


Francis 


'they may be ſaid to imitate the 
D 2 | 
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Francis's habit is accounted ano- 
ther Baptiſm. One is called Hi- 
lery, another Joſeph, another Ba- 
(1, &e. Some of them take Sub- 
lime and Celeſtial names. One 
is/ called Father Azgel, another 
Father” Arch-angel, another Fa- 
ther Spirit, another Father Che- 
rabin,' another Father Seraphim, 
Oc. which names are very un- 
ſuitable to the profeſſion of Hu- 
mility. To be a Fryar Minor, 
that is, to be the leai?, and yet to 
bean Archangel, are things alto- 
gether inconſiſtent. Beſides the 
nature of their vow is todo works 
of Supererogation : but the An- 
gels do no ſuch works, for they 
content themſelves with obeying 
the commands of God. 

Thoſe who lay the Capncins are 
called Angels, becauſe they imi- 
tate the Angels,in that they marry 
not, norreceive money, do great 
wrong to thg Order of theſe 
Monks; for by the ſame reaſon 
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Devils, becauſe they neithermar- 
ry, nor polleſs wealth:any/'more 
than the Angels. | 

It is a mockery to ay, that 
they are called Angels and Sera- 
phins, becauſe they takethe' An- 
gels and Seraphins for. their Pa- 
trons, and Pratectors :» Forby the 
ſame- reaſon a married- woman, 
who hath taken the Virgin 2/ary 
for her Patroneſs, may :beicalled 
the:'Virgin-2ary3 And be: who 
takes God for his Protector, may 
be called God. But fitt/the Ca- 


- pucins have St. Francis for: their 


Protector, who is (as they ſay) 
of the Order of the Seraphins, 
and exalted-above the eight Or- 
ders of Angels; what need have 
they to take the Angels for their 
Patrons? Beſides, they who chuſe 
Angels, or Saints for their Pa- 
trons, chule one certain Ange], or 


-Saint for their Patron 3 andnot the 
 Angelsand Saints jp general, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XI. 
The form of making their Vow. 


Hen a Capncin will enter 

into Order, after the year 
of probation, he is admitted to 
makethe vow, which is done in 
the preſence of the Superior, and 
his brethren, in theſe terms : 


1 A.B. do Vow, and Promiſe to 
God the Father Almighty, and tothe 
Bleſſed Virgin Mary, to the Bleſſed 
Apoſtles, Peter and Paul, to the 
Bleſſed St. Francis wy Patron, and 
to you my Father, to obſerve the 
Rule of the Fryars Minors, living 
in Poverty, Obedience, and Chaſtity. 


He that receives this Vow An- 
{wers, 


And T, if thou obſerve it, F 
miſe thee, in the name of God, life 
eternal, /- 43% BY 


CHAP, 
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CH AP. XII. 


Some Obervations upon this Vow. 


[vers things are remarkable 

in this vow, which being 
rightly underſtood, we ſhall find, 
that many abuſes, yea, impieties, 
are therein covered with the 
cloak of Religion. 

In the firſt place, this vow 1s 
made to God the Father, to the 
Virgin Mary, to Saints, and to 
the Superior of the Convent, 
without making any mention at 
all of Jeſus Chriſt. 

In the ſecond place, he who 

« makes this vow to Saints depart- 
ed, pre-ſuppoſeth that thoſe Saints 
do ſee him; and that they know 
the intention of his heart. This 
15 contrary to the Holy Scripture, 

ſaith, that the dead have ns 

a portion for ever in any thing 

that is done under the Sun, Ec.9:6. 
And that God only knows the hearts 


of 


v T7 # i 


of the Children of Men,2 Chr.6.30. 

This vow is repugnant to all 
the examples contained in the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, wherein there is no 
vow made to creatures, but toGod 
only; as God him(elF commands.in 
Pſal.50. 14. Offer unto God thanks- 
giving, and pay thy vows unto the 
moſt High. Here Sacrifices and 


77 


things equally dune unto God. 
But the Church of Rome holds, 
that we muſt offer Sacrifices to 
God only, Ergo. 

But that in the holy Scripture 
not one example 1s to *'be found 
of vows made to Saints. Fellar- 
mine treely confeſleth in his Book, 
De cultu Sanforunm, Chapter 9. 
in theſe words; When the Holy 
8criptures were written, the cuſtons 
of making vows to Saints was not 
beeun. The ſame Jeſuit; in the 
ſame Chapter ſaith, that 4 »o 
an ation of Religion due to 
only 5 even as ſwearing, and ſacrt- 
ficing are; as appears by the Holy 

D 4 Scriptures. 


vows are linked together, as - 


- 
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R Scriptures, Theſe, are. his own 
| on words, Thomas . Aquinas, the 
| 2, 4rt.s, Prince of School-men, ſaith the 
ſame. 4 vow (laith he). zs to be 
made to God only; but a promiſe 
| may be made to a man. And 10 
| the ſame place; 4 Yow is an adi- * 
on of Religion. or Divine Worſhip. 
Wherefore Cardinal Cajetar, in 
his notes upon this place of Tho- 
| z145s, to defend vows made to 
| Saints 3 ſaith, that the Saints are 
| Gods, and that vows are made to 
them 5 ut ſunt Dii per participatio= 
nem, as they are Gods by partici- 
pation. . The ſame ſaith Fellar- 
mine, in the afore-mentioned 
Chapter. A vow belongs not to 
the Saints,but only as they are Gods 
by participation. But we are cer- 
tain that the Saints who raign witb 
Chriſt are ſuch, Ergo, &c. Ac- 
cording to what Pope Gregory 2. 
ſaith, in his Epiſtle to the Empe- 
Wur Leo, viz.) that all the King- 
oms of the Weſt, own St, Peter for 
a God npon Earth, | 


* But 
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- . But theſe DoCtors conſider not, 
that if a vow be a worſhip of La- 
1:4, and due to God only; and 
that if we make vows to Saints, 
becauſe they are Gods by partici- 
pation; 1t follows that we giveto 
Saints the worlhip of Latria by 
participation. 
_ 'Alfothey conſider not, that by 
the ſame reaſon it may be ſaid,that 
the Superiour, or Guardian, who 
recelves this vow, 1s God too by 
participation, For when the 
Fryar 24inor hath ſaid, 7 vow unto 
A.) a to the Virgin, and to the 
Saints 5 he adds, and to you my 
Father; vowing to the Guardian 
inthe ſame terms in which hevows 
to tae Saints, and to God, This 
needs not ſcem ſtrange 3 for in 
the Church of Rome, the Prieſts 
are called Gods and Creators of 
their Creator, having a Divine 
power, yea, a power over Jeſus 
Chriſt. Mr. Beſte, a famous 
Preacher, in his book of the 
Prieſtly-Office, Chap. 3. ah, 
' The 
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The Prieft-hood and the Deity have 


Anow not what of common, and are 
almoſt of an equal Grandeur, fo 
they have the ſame power. Item, 
Seeing that the Prieſt-hood is equal, 
to the Deity, and that all Priefts are 
are Gods, therefore it far exceed 
the Kingly Office; and Priefts arth 
much more than Kings. And a 
little after he ſaith, that God obey: 
the Prieſts as often as they pronounce 
the words of conſecration. A Sor- 
boniſt named Petrus Aurelins, hath 
lately written a book bp nw 
probation, and by the affthority 

of the Colledge of Sorbor, which 
refutes a Treatiſe of the Jeſuits, 
entituled, Spogia5 and in the 75 
page this Aurelius ſaith, Duta eft 
Sacerdotibus poteſtas Chrion, hoc 
eft Denm ipſum producenai,that 15, 
A power is given to Prieſts to pro- 
duce Chriſt, that is to ſay God him-y,. 
Felf. He adds, that the power of,,; 
the Prieſts hathin it a certain emn- ,} 
lation of the eternal operations, | ,, | 
whereby the Divine perſons are pro |], 
duced, Gabriel 
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Gabriel Biel, famous among i cres- 
he School-men, in his firſt Leſſon j;, *# @ 
pon the Canon of the Maſs, cere) dedit 
"Ypeaks thus; The Prieſt hath great py 
wer over both the bodies of Chriſt. creavit me 
hat 1s, over the Church, and Teorr 
wer the conſecration hoſte, which het 
ze calls God. And in his fourth 
ellonz Whoever ſaw the like? 

e that created me (if I may fo 
ſpeak) hath given me power to 
reate him. And he that created 
me without my help, is created by 
Fmy means. 

This manner of ſpeech 1s not gwen 
new. For Anno 1097. Urban []. nelmenſis 
called a Council at Kozre, againſt —aoy=y 
the Emperour Henry IV. and all his gccle- 
other ſecular Princes who ſhould ffical 
claim a right to the inveſtiture rg ; 
of Biſhops and Abbots, and to the 
ICollations of Benifices, and Pre- 
bends, alledging that it 3s ar abo- 
minable thing that thoſe hands 
which create God, ſhould be obliged 
to ſo much ignominy, as to do ho- 
mage to theſe hands which night 


and 
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 andday are defiled with filthy 
diſhoneſt touches. Wherefore ye 
" muſt not wonder, if a Monk th: 
15admitted into the Order, make 
a vow to the Superiour, who is 
Prieſtz and gives him.that hi 
nour, which belongs to the wor 
ſhip of Letria, ſeeing the Prielh 
arecalled Gods, and Creators d 
their Creator, and thatthey hay 
a power over Jeſus Chriſt. 

To theſe teſtimonies of thi 
Doctors of the Romiſh Churd 
whoſay, that a vow belongs t 
the worſhip of Letrie and ought 
tobe madeto God only 3 we mul 
- add the teſtimony of. that Jeſuit 


Cardinal Tolet. in Book 4. Of the 


inſtitution of Prieſts, Chapter 17 
A wow is a promiſe made to God | 
a deliberate purpoſe and will. By 
theſe things 1t appears, that a voi 
made to Saints, or toa Superiou 


of a Convent, 1s pure- Idolatry; 


for thereby that honour which 
dueto God only, is communi 
ted to the creature, 
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+) Our adverfaries cannot eſcape 


by ſaying, that in vowing to Saints 
they vow mediatley to God; for 
the worſhip of Latri2 ought not 
ta begiven to the creature either 
mediate]y, or immediately. In 
all worſhip of Latria we muſt ad- 


$ dreſs our ſelves to God diregtly. 


The Monk that makes this vow, 


# addreſleth himſelf to God diredct- 


ly by-ſaying, IT vow to Almighty 
God; &c. Having thus addreiled 
hicſelt to God direfly 3 what 
need isthere that he ſhould after- 
wards addreſs himſelf to him me- 
diately, andby oblique ways?. It , 
1scertain, that he who ſays to his 
Superior, or Guardian, 7 vow to 
you my Father, (peaks notto God, 
and. by theſe words vows not to 
God. Conſider the words of this 
vow, and you ſhall find, that a 
Monk who is admitted into the 
order, ſpeakstoGod,tothe Saints, 
and. to his Superior in the ſame 
terms, and vows notwoditferent 
Manners. | | | 
TAL | But 
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But when Bel/armine confellet 
that the cuſtom of making Voz 
to Saints, was not begun when the 
holy Scriptures were written, he 
ſhould have mentioned the tin 
when it began, and not have cheat: 
ed theReader with falſe allegati 
ons, as his uſual manner is. For 
healledgeth theſe words of Exſc 
bivs in his 13. book of Evangel; 
cal preparation, Chap. 7. Hononr 
ing the ſouldiers of true Piety. as th 
frignds of God 5 we come to thei 
Monuments, and make Vows tt 
them ; Which paſlage is falſe, and 
altogether forged. 
' He allo alledgeth Theodoret in 
his 8. Book againſt the Greeks, 
which book is falſly attributed to 
Theodoret. In one point Bellar- 
mine, beſides his error, diſcover 
his ignorance inthe Greek tongue, 
in not knowing that the Greeks 
have no proper word to exprek 
the Word vow: And the Latine 
Interpreter, to whom Belliymine 
truſts, hath falſly tranſlated Yoto 
rum 


The Capucin Treated. 
rum rei done perſolonnt 3- Which 
words are hot in the Greek 


Text of the book attributed: to 
Theodoret. 


1 [t is in honour of the Pope, that 
* the Monks vow to St. Peter, and 

. St. Paul, and not to St. John, and 
Ot 


St. James : for they make the twq 
former the Founders of theChurch 
of R ore. 

The things to which this Monk 
obligeth himſelf, are poverty,cha- 
{tity, and obedience, Of pover- 
ty I ſhall ſpeak hereafter. As for 
chaſtity, the Jeſuit Earanwel Se, in 
his Aphoriſms upon” the word 
vote, (aith, tha the vow of PrieS#- 
hood, is not a vow of chaſtity, and 
that the Biſhop can diſpence with it ; 
Whereupon we demand, whether 
a Monk ora: Prieſt that commits 
fornication, 'doth not violate the 
vow of Chaſtity, and whether by 
this Vow: he doth not oblige him- 
himſelf not to commit fornication. 
If he doth not oblige himſelf rot, 
be ſhews that he will not be ob- 
liged 
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liged by vow to obey the com- 
mand of God, which ſaith, Thox 
ſhalt not commit Adultery : But b 
this vow he only obligeth himſelf 
to abſtain from a thing which 
God permits, and not from that 
which he forbids. Bur if this 
. Monk by vowing chaſtity, doth 
vow not to commit fornication, it 
isevident that by committing for- 
nication,: he-vioJates his vow, and 
and beſides ;he tranſgreſſeth the 
commandof God, which ebligeth 
ns much more than any voluntary 
vow: '$6'that he commits two 
evils, (viz.)''He breaks his vow, 
ahd violates the Law of God. Why: 
then, when a Monk-'or Prieſt mars 
ries for fear of violating the Law 
of God, by committing fornicati- 
On, 1s he acconnted to have com- 
mitted a-gteaterſin, than when he 
commits fornication >” Why then 
1snot a Prieſt that commits forni- 
cation, made irregular; and inca- 
=m of the Prieſt-hood;- but if 
e marries, is preſently degraded, 
yea, 


7 
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yea, and declared puniſhable with 
death ? Tothis they anſwer, that 
it is becauſe he hath broken his 
vow, and yet he remains unpu- 
niſhed, and ceaſeth- not to ſing 
Maſs for all that. For the com- 
mands of God do not bind fo 
ſtrongly, as voluntary vows do, 
which are made without 3 yea, 
cqntrary to the word of God, 
which ſaith, 7f they cannot contain, 
let them Marry. And to avoid 
Fornication, let every man have his 
own wife, and let every woman havs 
her own husband, 1 Cor.7. 

But that a Prieſt who commits 
Fornication, yea hath divers 
Concubines, 1s not thereby ren- 
dred irregular, and incapable of 
the Prieſthood 3 not only expe- 
rience ſhews (examples of this 
being oumberlefs) but we have 
alſo the determination of Pope 
Innocent [TE.Thereupon tn the firſt 
Book of the Decretals, in the 
twelfth Title, in the Chapter 
Qnia circa, = words are theſe, 


= hou 
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Thou deſireſt to be inſtrut#ed þy the 
Apoſtolick, See, Whether Prieſts that 
bave divers Concubizes, onght to bt 
connted bigamons. To which we 
think. fit to anſmer, that ſeeing 
they have not incurr'd the irregula- 
rity of bigamy thou  mayeſt. diſ- 
pence. with their exceeding of the 
Priefily Office, they being ſtained 
only with, ſuyple fornication, | But 
for marrying of one wife, accord+ 
ing to the Apoſtles Rute,:a Priett 

ES 44's degraded, yea puniſhed with - 

inferen- death. 

_ But, which 1s much more, one 

De defenſi- that 18 a notorious Sodomite., 15 not 

one proxim! qyade irregular, but may fing Mats 
for all that: as Navarre, the moſt 
knowing of all the Canoniſts, and 
the Popes Penitentiary teacheth : 
A man (laith he ) doth not incur ir- 
regularity, but for the caſes ſpecified 
in the Law, of which number So0- 
domy zs none. And this he proves 
by the Authority of Pope 1nno- 
cent. And he adds; that in 2taly, 
(which is more troubled with _ 

ev? 
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evil, than jt ſhould be ) they demand 
no diſpenſation for it." 

In fine, how binding ſoever the 
vow of not marrying tnay be, yet 
the Pope can difpence with it, and 
may permit a man t9 marry con- 
trary to his vow. Emanuel $4 in 
the ſame place ſaith, that the Bi- 
ſhops may alſo diſpence with this 
vow, and permit a man tomarry. 

Methinks alſo to vow to Saint 
Peter never to marry, 1s to pretend 
to be wiſer than he; forhe was a 
married man, Ir js juft as if one 
ſhould ſay to him, I do vowto thee 
not to follow thy example. 7 do 
promiſe to be wiſer and holier then 
thou. 

It is evident, that he who burns 
with filthy laſts, and yet vows 
never to marry, does like a fick 
perſon that ſays to God, Lord, 7 
am (ich, but 1 promiſe thee that IT 
will not make uſe of the remedies 
which thou offereſt me, and haſt or- 
dined in thy word, for I will be 
wiſer thar thon. 
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CHAP XL 


.. The TImpiety of the Superiors 
| Anſwer. 


FF, there be Superſtition and 
41mpiety in this Vow, whereby a 

onk vows to the Creature, and 
obligeth himſelf to things which 
God commands not ; yea,tothings 
:which he forbids : there is nolels 
an the Anſwer, which the Supe- 
rior or Guardian makes him, 
ſaying; 

And I, if thou keep this vow, do 
promiſe thee, in Gods name, life 
Eternal. 

Theſe words duely conſidered, 
will make a man tremble; For 
one that is neither ſent, nor au- 
thorized by the King, comes to 
a man, and ſays, 7 have order from 
the King to promiſe you ſuch a Pre+ 
ferment, if you do ſuch a things 
1s a Cheat, and a perfidious 
perſon, and deſerves to be pu- 

niſhed, 


» 
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niſhed, becauſe he- ſpeaks with- 
out order, and without being 
ſent by the King. But the Su- 
periour, who makes this pro- 
miſe to the yew Monk in God's 
name3 cannot ſhew his Commiſſi- 
on or Warrant from God for 
the making of this promiſe, He 
abuſeth the poor Monk, by 
making him believe that he 1s 
ſent by God to make him this 
prumiſe in Gods name, (vis.) 
That if he lives in beggery, if 
he never marries, and if he be 
obedient to the Guardian of his 
Convent, he ſhall have Eternal 
life. For, theſe three things, are 
things which God commands not 
in his Word, and to which he 
hath made no Promiſe; yea, 
theſe are obſervations whereby 
'God1s more often offended then 
ſerved : Theſe are things which 
a Heathen, or Hypocrite may 
do. But to ſerve God according 
to his Word, and to believe in 
Jeſus Chriſt as he is propoſed to 

E 3 us 
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us.in the Goſpel ; are Ty, to 

ter- 
nal life, and cannot be done by 
any, but by-thoſe that are the 
true Children of God: Theſe are 
things, for which the Superiour 
ſhould ſay, (not I promiſe thee, 
but) God promiſeth thee Eternal 
life. ' For a man oughtnot topro- 


miſethat which he cannot give. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


That Corporal Auſteritzes , and 
Whippings, and tormenting 
of the body, are not marks of 
Holineſs. 


E 1s very much deceived, 
who takes the ſeverity and 
torments which a man inflifts on 

his body, for proofs or figns of 
Holineſs The Apoſtle St. Pal, 

1 Tim. 4. faith, Bodily exerciſe pro- 
fiteth little 5 but godlineſs is profe» 

table unto all things having the 
promiſe of the life that now is, and 

of that which is to come. All that 

the Capncins do, is nothing, in 
compariſon of what Baa/'s Prieſts , King.18: 
did : for they did cut and mangle 28, * 
their bodies with knives, and im- 
brued themſelves in blood, for 
the ſervice of their [dol. There 
are'Mahometan Monks called Der- 
9ir, who live very auſterely, 
and do even roaſt their bodies 

5 E 4 upon 
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.upon the hot ſcalding ſands3 and 


with buckles and rings of Iron, 
make themſelves incapable for 
generation. The Cynick Philo» 
ſophers did beg: Diogenes lay in 
the-ſtreet in a tub, having no 0- 
ther houſhold-ſtuff then a wood- 
den diſh; and yet he brake that 
too, when he conſidered that 
Nature had given him one in the 
hollow of his hand. Read Apu- 
lejus, his eighth Book of the MM7- 
[:#ans; and you will there ſee 
the deſcription of the Prieſts of 
the $5rian Goddeſs, who did cut 
and flaſh their bodies. He de- 
{cribes one of thoſe Prieſts, that 
"OM did whip himſelf with a whip fall 
cn in. of knots (being armed with ob- 
didem ſe {tinacy againſt the (mart of the 
multi %-ſtrokes) until the blood ſtreamed 
ferifibas, down his body. Moreover, he 
VIa4HN 4« 


mimis corradentes omnia, QO in ſacculos buic queftui de 
Induftria praparatos, farcientes, 4 meas 
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adds; That when theſe Prieſts 
had done 'whipping themſelves, 
they went about a begging, and 
one gave them a piece of Money, 
another Wine, another Cheeſe, 
Bc. which Alms they put into 
Wallets. Ina word, the deſcrip- 
tion which he gives of theſe mad 
Prieſts, doth very much refemble 
the lives of the Capucins. "Lncian 
in his Book, intituled The Aſs, de- 
ſcribes theſe Prieſts after the very 
ſame manner. oh, 

[t is a grand abuſe ' to make 
Piety conſiſt in things wherein 
Chriſtians may be excelled by 
Heathens. There is a proud hu- 
mility, which deſpiſeth it ſelf;that 
it may be valued by others. The 
Apoſtles, and their Diſciples, did 
not live ſo: In a ſimple and ordi- 
nary habit, and manner of lite, 
they lived ſoberly, and laboured 
in the work which God had com- 
mitted 'to them. They were fa- 
mous, not for. their extravagant 
and< hideous apparel, not for 


302 whipping 
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whipping|them(elves, not for-eats 
ing pottage on their knees, Oc. 
but fortheir zeal, and holinels of 
lite. a 
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CHAP. XV. 
That the Auſterities, and Humili- 


1" pres of the Capucins are Fall of 
Hypocrile, 


E may ealily know what 
Wi think of the Abſtinences 
Whippings, and Humilities of the 
Capucins, viz.) thatin the midſt 
of their Anuſterities they diſcover 
their pride. Andof this Ile give 
you ſome examples. | 
; Beforethe Capucins begin their 
Lents (tor they have three Lents) 
they feaſt and make merry for.a 
whole week ; during which time; 
there 1s no frolick or jovial. att, 
whichthey-omit. ' Some of chem 
fing Songs of good fellowſhipy 
others fing Amoxous, cor Loves 
21) Songs, 
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Songs, others ſhew. Yarns! Foau 
tricks: , others. ſtand .ypon;their 
_—_ or ; 4, the Tymbler- or 
Juggler, PM Jo- fine; Eydry, one 
doth ſuch things as be had. NLP 
before he was a Monk.; dy 

In' great} /Tpwns therg, be Fl 
Capucins but have theirſyperſtitt- 
oufly deyout: women why Garaiſh 
them with all forts of dginNts; 2s 
Sweet-meats, Comfits,,;-Gellies, 
©&-c. Sq that ſome Capone; have 
more choice of dainties ja their 
Cells, then Ladies have! Mn their 
Cloſets, DIET +4 250 5, 

When a Copycia' comes tram 
abroad, warm linnehn clothes arc 
put on his body, his feet are waſh- 
£d with ſweet-herbs; and-:when 
they are wiped with warm Nap- 
kins, every one cames and kifſeth 
them. 

Many of the old Monks, who 
are called Fathers. of Inportavce, 
we {ocareful of their _ that 

e&y have 2. copk for themſelves 
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'Monk:)'s Grom of the Chamber, 
and 'aty Apothecary, who folloy 
them from Convent to Convent, 
You' ſhall ſee very few of theſe 
Fathersof importance ſick, but 
they are very 1mpatient tf thiey 
want bit the leaſttrifle, and then 
all the” Townis ranſackt from one 
end'to the'other, to find what the 
would'have. The Nuns farnif 
them with Sweet-meats, the La 
dies with rare broths and gelhies, 
'the Gentlemen of the Country 
with wild-fowl,the Merchanrs and 
other Townſmen with Shambles- 
meat 3 and the wine which they 
ordinarily drink, isthe beſt that 
1s to be had. Thoſe Capncins, 
whotoſave their Souls, have lefi 
the Order; do proteſt they have 
learned of us how to faſt; and 
that when they were Capiicime, 
they fed more highly, and lived 
morepleaſantly, and plentifully. 

In great Converts of Capircins, 
ſuch asare at Peris,and Rover, a 
moſt-farious ambition and * 

(44 {10040 iſ- 
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diſcovers it ſelf; For, to obtain 
the leaſt preferment in, the Con- 

yent, and to ſypplant their compe- 
| titors, they have their creatures, 
who cry them up every, where, 
and rail on thoſe that aſpire to 
the fame Office 3 whence great 
diſorders do:oftentimes ariſe 3 for 
Princes . do mare patienly. bear 
contempts and injuries then the 
Capycins. And at the Tables of 
Dukes, Marqueſles, and Earls,the 
Capucins ſuffer themſelves to be 
placed at the upper end. 

Their pride appears inthis,that 
they profeſs works of ſupererogag 
tion; that isto ſay, better works 
then God commands 3 ſo that God 
way ſay to a Capncin, I would not 
bave thee ſo. holy. 

The ſame ſpirit of pride appears 
in their calling themſelves Angels, 
Arch- Angels, Spirits, Seraphins, 
and Cherubins, [t appears alſo by 
the unworthy ſubmiſſions which 
the principal Capcins ay of 
the inferiour, who never {peak - 
the 
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the Siptfiors; but on their knees; 
which Stþeriors 'commiind them 
very ba(Ethings, a5to lick up the 
otherFifntle; er, "Ig 
Tr cxgnot be fard;thatthey weat 
a barbar6us' and extravagant ha- 
bir id hairvility ahd-moterfication; 
For, At that wilffabtitic his Fleſh, 
may do" as\well” finder a comms 
mon habit 5 he may under a ufiral 
habit. wear a hair-ſhirt, and tay 
whip Wrenfelf ſecretly as oftett as 
he pteateth, and without any bnes 
koowlodgr : But this wild hab; 
differing from that of vther nten, 
ſervesonly tabelook'd upon, and 
admited;” for people gaze upon 
and admire nothing but whar is 
extraordinary. 

To this we may'add, that he 
who makes profeftion of fimpli- 
city and humility in his converſa- 
tron, fhould not be vain in his 
diſcourſes, nor too watitonly nice' 
and delicate in his words, for fear 
of his belying his” Profeffton by 
his Language. © 4, oa 

I 


» Ci Trentvdl: 

: Eſpeak' this becauſe of Father 
Jojeph a-Capnctn 3 whoin hisnew 

k(hews, that he hatt'thade' @ 
great proviſion of Elegancies. As 
when he callsSt. John, The 'Serrtes 
tery of Loveto the Son of God. And 
of Trayſubſtentiation, he faith, 
that it'''71 Love's Maſter-piece. 
And fpeaking to us, he faith, That 
whher God ſhall have bronght ns in- 
to bis Wine-cellar, there to taſte the 
exceſs of bis love, we ſhall not find 
it ſo defficalt to believe 3 That Je- 
ſts Chyyſ/t did eat himfelf, and that 
togtbher with Chriſt's body 'the 
Devil entred into Judes. With 
the like grace, ſuppoſing the words 
of St. Fhilip to the Eunuch, too 
weak and impertinent, as they are 
ſet downin the eighth Chapter of. 
the A4dFs, he introduceth him 
ſpeaking thus: Sir, will it pleaſe you 
that T preſume to ak you a queſtion, 
with all dre reſpe# £ To which he 
makes the Eunuch anſwer with 
the like civility, 7 pray oblige me 
fo much as to come into this Coach. 
Note 


oe Capucin treated.” 

Note alſo, that the'very firſt word 
of this Book is a miſtake, begin- 
ningthus3- The Apoſtle St. Philip 3 
For this Philip was not an Apoſtle. 
With the like vanity he talks of 
Preaching in a Ruft;and in a Band, 
and of yeJlow and green Gentle- 
women 3 and he brings in ſpeak- 
ing I know not what Courtier, 
who praiſeth and extolleth him to 
his face, ſaying, That Father Jo- 
ſeph ſpeaks very gracefully, and 
that all the Catholicks have been 
very much comforted by his Ser- 
mons, and do admire the force and 
clearneſs of his Reaſons. 
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zh Of the pleaſant Proceſs betwixt the Capu- 
e cins and Recollects, about the Tip of 
of their Hoods. Alſo of Maſſes in Ked, 


Green, and Violet. 


T HE pride of the Minor Fry- 


ars did never more clearly 


T, appear, then in the quarrel which 
to | they had, and have to this day, 
o- & with the Aecolle&s, who are allo 
id B of St Francir's Order. When we 


ſpeak of a Proceſs about nothing, 
we ſay, it is a Proceſs about the 
point of a needle; but the Proceſs 
of theſe Minor Fryars hath been a- 
bout the point or tip of their hood. 

We muſt know, that the Corde- 
liers, who brag as well as the Ca» 
pucins, that they wear Saint 
Francis's Habit, differ from the, 
Capucins in wearing a roundjige a Py 
Hood, and laugh at the Capncins ramid,in = # 
andRecolleJs for wearing a ſharp- - ——Al 
pointed Hood, calling it in deri- ſuch 
fion, * A Grocers Paper. Betwixt ings as 
theſe Cepucins and RecolleFs, there _ 

5 y retail, 
F began, 
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began, a few years fince, a great 
Proceſs in the Court of Home. 
The Capucins complained, That 
the Recolle#s wore their Hood 
too long 3 and that thereby they 
would make themſelves equal to 
the Caprcins 1a Holineſs. That 
by reaſon of this long point, be- 
ing equal in length to that of the 
Capucins, many are deceived, 
taking a RecolleF for a Capucin,& 
ſo give him as much honour; al- 
though the RKecollects are not to 
be compared to'the Capucins for 
holineſs, and merit of Converſa- 
tion. And therefore they re- 
queſted, that by the Decree of 
his Holineſs, the RecolleFs might 
be condemned to ſhorten the 
point of their Hood. 

The Recollects,on the other fide, 
maintained, and do ſo (till main: 
tain, that they are not inferiour 
to the Capncins in holineſs, and 
perfetion 3 and that it is no%dil- 
' honour to the Capnacins, if ſome: 
times a' AKecollect be taken for a 

Capncin, 
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Capucin, or a Capucin for a Re- 
collect. 

This proceſs hath cauſed great 
ſtirs, and hath much troubled 
theſe two Orders, and divided 
the Prelates of Kome into contrary 
faftions. And it was pleaſant to 
hear the conteſts of theſe 1Minor 
Fryars. The Caprcin ſaid to the 
Recollect, What ! thou wouldſt be 
equal to us in holineſs: Thou art 
ſo ambitions, as that thou wouldſt 
be taken for a Capucin. But the 
Recollect, being witty in biting 
jeſts, ſaid, Thou thinkeſt that holi- | ad 
neſy conſiſis in wearing a long a lighu, eft. 
Grocers Paper. Thou thinkeſt by 
thy pride to put the Holy Ghoſt into | 
a long Apothecaries bag. The ho- Cy 
lineſs of you Capucins appears it they 


k , : - . » firain 
this, viz. That Jor eight days be their iufu- 


fore Lent, you ſhew tricks of Leger- gong 
demain, and play the Tumblcrs,&c. whenthey 


Thus did thele Saints diſpute, — 


quarreJling which of them, by a long 

their pride, ſhould carry away = F 

the prize of humility, bag. 
P 2 


But 


Oull. 1:6, 
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But the Cordiliers, who wear a 
round hood like a childs biggin, 
took great pleaſure in beholding 
this ſtrife, and laughed at them 
both: For they ſay, that the 
hood of the old pictures and ſta- 
tues of St. Francis hath notalong 
point 3 And they fay, that their 
round hood, made in form of a 
child's biggin, is conformable to 
what our Saviour faith in the 
18. Chap. of St. Matthew, Except 
ye become as little Children, ye can- 
not enter into the Kingdom of God. 
Caſſran ſaith the ſame of the A4n- 
chorites, living in the deſerts of 
Egypt, that they wear a hood in 
imitation of the ſimplicity and 
innocency of Children, accord- 
ing to that which is written {in 
the 131 Pſalm, I am not hanghty, 
but am even as a Child weaned from 
his Mother. 

Nevertheleſs, St. Hierom ſpeaks 
again(t this hood, and laughs at 
it: for obſerve what he ſaith of 


it, in his Epiſtle to Exſtochinm 3 


There 
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There are ſome ('(aith he) who wear ,,_ 1. 
a hair-ſhirt, and making themſelves ſahefaBie 


hoods, to reſemble children, the) F 


are like Owls, and buzzards. At-7edeam, 
terwards he adds,  $hur thoſe imitanrur = 


whom thou ſeeit have a goat's bear 
a black cloak, and that go with 
their feet naked, being hardened 
with the cold : All theſe things are 
marks of the devil. When they have 
intruded themſ. lves into great men's 
hbeuſes, they deceive bly Women 
laden with ſin, and counterſeit a 
dejefed gravity. This is a very 
fair leſſon for the Capucins. 

But to return to this great pro- 
ceſs: the Capncins did at laſt ob- 
tain ſentence in their favour; for 
they had on their fide one of the 
Popes near kinſmen, who was a 
Capucin. By this ſentence of the 
Pope, the Recollects were con- 
demned to ſhorten the tip of their 
hood: but they openly proteſted, 
that they would not obey this 


, ſentence, ſaying, That __ would 


rather dillolve their Order, and 
F 3 relin- 


2 bubones, 
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relinquiſh all, then acquieſce in 
this ſentence. Wherefore yet to 
this day, in deſpight of the Pope, 
they wear their hood of the ſame 
length as before. OF this hood, 
as of the reſt of the habit of 
the Regular Monks, it is obſery- 
able. that it is not lawful for a 
Monk to make the leaſt change, 
no more then in the colours of 
the Mais; For it 1s not lawful to 
ſing Maſs in a red habit, on thoſe 
days on which it is appointed to 
be ſung in a green habit; nor to 
be ſung ina black habit, on thoſe 
days on which it is appointed to 
to be ſung ina violethabit : The 
rules 1n this caſe are very {trict, 
and are placed at the beginning of 
the Maſs-book. 

But Father Joſeph wrongs us in 
his new book, by endeavouring 
to prove that the like things are 
done amongſt us, objecting againſt 
me, that I wear a Ruff, and that 
as there are Maſſes in Green, 
Violet, &*c. fo it may be ſaid, 

that 
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amongſt us there are Sermons in a 
Ruff, and Sermons in a Band, Ser- 
mons in a Gown, and Sermons in 
a Cloak: for this Afinor Fryar 
knows well enough, that we have 
no rules to oblige us to wear a 
Ruti or a Band, as the Church of 
Rome hath inviglable laws con- 
cerning Maſles ingreen, red, and 
violet. Itis to be ſuppoſed that 
when St.Peter, and St.Paul were in 
a gay humour, they ſang Maſs in a 
green habit. My deſign in men- 
tioning the colours of Maſles fo 
ſtrictly enjoyned, is to ſhew, that 
falfe Religions having corrupted 
the true doctrine, do endeavour 
to colour this wickedneſs with a 
multitude of ceremonies, and ex- 
ternal obſervations, in which 
great myſteries are pretended: 
So our Adverſaries having de- 
ſtroyed the body of true piety, 
pay the people with variety of 
colours, 
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CHAP. XVIL 


How St. Francis obtained of Pope 
Innocent the Third, the approba- 
tion of his Rule. 


| Bharnce (when he was but a 
private perſon, little known, 
and followed by none ; moreoyer 
being eried! out of his wits by 
his fellow citizens, who threw 
dirt at him, and alſo by his Fa- 
ther, named Peter Bernardo, who 
did beat him, and kept him pri- 
ſoner a long time,) compoſed a 
Rule, and ſome laws, to the ob- 
Tervance whereof he would ob- 
Iige thoſe who wou'd believe 

him, promiſing them life eternal. 
But becauſe this Rule could 
not be received without the 
Popes approbation, and autho- 
rity 5 he went to Pope Innocent 
the IIT. to beg the confirmation 
of Mathew Paris,an Engliſh Monk, 
Superſtitious in the higheſt de- 
| goree, 
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gree,and an admirer of St. Francis, 
in his Hiſtory of the life of Hemry 
the III. ſaith, that the ſaid Saint 
Francis preſented himſelf to Pope 


- Txnocent the TIT. fitting in Con- Pag. 237. 


clave, and gave him his Rule in 
writing, intreating him to autho- 
rize it by his approbation : but 
Pope Innocent taking notice of 
St. Francis's bad cloaths, his dirty 
and contemptible countenance, his 
long beard, and the black hair of 
his eye-brows hanging down over 
his eyes, deſpiſed him, and ſaid 
to him, Go brother, and wallow in 
the dirt with the Swine, for thou 
art more like them,than like a man. 
Which words, as ſoon as Frencis 
heard, he bowed himſelf very 
low, and in obedience to the com- 
mand of his Holineſs, went and 
wallowed with Swine in a pud- 
dle; whereinhe tumbled ſo long, 
that he was covered with dirt, 
from head to footz and in this 
pickle he came again, and preſent- 
ed himſelf to the Pope, ſaying, 
My 
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Ay Lord, I have done what you 
commanded me; Whereat the 
Pope being very much aſtoniſhed, 
and admiring his great obedience, 
granted hisrequeſt, and approved 
St. Francis's Rule which is ob- 
' ſerved at this day by the Capucins, 
and the other Minor Fryars, with 
a grand obedience. This appro- 
bation was granted, Anno Domini 
1212. as St. Bonaventure and St. 
Antonine teſtifie. And this ap- 
probation was again confirmed by 
Pope Honorius, {ucceltori to Inno- 
cent. 


of the Humility, and incomparable 
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patience of $t. Francis 5 and of 
his moſt notable aFions. 


and ations of St. Francis. 
Vincent in his Mirronr of Hiſtory, 
writes it at Jarge. Matthew Paris, 
an Engliſh Monk, in the life of 
Henry the Third, deſcribes the 
ations of St. Francis, and ſets 
down his Rule. Theſe two Hi- 
ſtorians wrote about thirty years 
after St. Francis's death. Jacobus . 


DI; have written the life 


Voraigne hath written his _— ter of Bo 


We have alſo the Chronicles of nevenare, 
was print= 


St. Francis,upon the ſame ſubjeft. 1 2 po. 
But the Authors of greateſt au- ris b 
thority are firſt St. Bonaventure, a Cade 

: Ag Chaplet, 
Capucin of St. Francis's Order, M Saint 
and a Cardinal, who wrote about Jemer's 
forty years after Saint Francis'S ye gen 
death. This Bonaventure, the of the U- 
Church of Rowe placeth amongſt 70» 


her 1601. 


; 1 {reatel 

her Saints, and Principal Dodtors, 
This is that Saint Bonaverntyure, 
who compoſed the Pſalter of the 
Virgin Mary, containing one hun- 
dred and fifty Pſalms, which are 
nothing elſe but the hundred and 
fifty Pſalms of David,out of which 
Bonaventure hath taken the word 
God, and hath put the word Virgin 
in its ſtead; for example, he thus 
begins the 109 Pſalm, (which ac- 
cording to the Hebrew, is the 
110.) The Lord ſaid unto our La 
dy, fit thou at my right hand, &c. 
And in Pal. go. inſtead of, He 
that dwelleth in the ſecret place of 
the moſt High, he hath put; He 
that dwelleth in the help of the Mo- 
ther of God. Andin the 129 Pſal. 
Ont of the depths have IT cryed unto 
\ thee, O our Lady, hear my voice. 
And ſo throughout .the Pſalms. 
By this means the true honour 
which all. Chriſtians owe to the 
holy, and bleſſed Virgin, turns 
to her reproach, by transforming 
her into an Idol, and by putting 

her 
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her in the place of God. This is 
that Saint Bonaventure, to whom 
the Capucin Joſeph would have us 
give credit, and would have us 
believe that deſcription of Saint 
Francis's hfe, which he gives us. 
Beſides this St. Bonaventure, we 
have St. Antonine, Archbiſhop of 
Florence, Canonized by Pope Cle- 
ment the ſeventh, Anno Domint. 
1523. with the approbation of his 
Dodrine, and great Indulgences 
granted tothoſe who ſhall viſit his 
Sepulchre. I ſpeak this, becauſe 
no body may think that ſuch 
paſlages as I ſhall quote out of 
theſe Authors, are things, which 
the Church of Rome believes not; 
or that I have invented them; or 
that they are forged by perſons 
of ſmall authority. I alledge ſuch 
Saints as are prayed unto, and a- 
dored in the Church of Rome. 
Saint Francis his Father was 
named Peter. Bernardo, A Citizen 


of Alife, inthe Dutchy of $polete 
ly. 


in Ita 
Saint 


P- 30» 


This Life as John Bernar 
This Tile, was young, W John do, 


by Se. By. but he changed his name, and 
naventwre, would be called F rancis, becauſe 
you may 
find in 

Swrius, in moved by the Holy Ghoſt to ut- 


gory ter the praiſes of God; as Fon 


/ 3s reat , 
Saint Francis's name, whenhe 


he ſpake French when he was 


venture tells us, in the life of St. 
Francis. 

When he was but young, and 
a Lay-perſon, he demonſtrated a 
grand Hunylity, even to the kif- 
ling of Lepers: and one day a- 
lighting from his horſe to kiſs a 
Leper, it was revealed unto him, 
that this Leper was Jeſus Chriſt. 

His fellow-Citizens ſeeing him 
a greaſte and dirty tellow, and 
that he did wild and extravagant 
a(tions, judged him to be out of 
his wits; and running after him, 
threw {tones at him, and covered 
him all over with dirt. Which 
when his Father ſaw, he fetcht 
him home, and kept him ſhut up 
a long time, whipping him cruelly, 
as mad folk are whipt for their 
cure. 


cure. But his Mother raking 
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pity on him, did, in the abſence 
of her Husband, ſet him at li- 
berty. 
When his Father returned home, 
he brought him before the Bi- 
ſhop, and made him diſclaim his 
right of Inheritance: To which 
Francis very willingly conſented 3 
yea, pulling off his Breeches, and 
the reſt of his cloaths, he made 
himſelf ſtark naked, being (as 
St. Bonaventure ſaith) drunk with 
the Holy Ghoſt. Then he ſaid 
to his Father, Hitherto Thave called 
thee my Father but henceforward 
I will ſay, Our Father which art in 
Heaven, Antonine reports the 
ſame in the Life of St. Francis. 
Being thus naked, he went into 
a Spittle where Lepers were 
kept, and tended them, kiſling 
their feet, and wiping and kiſhing 
their ſores with an admirable de- 
votion, as Saint Bonaventure tells 
us. 
In thoſe days St Francis ware 
ſhooes, 
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ſhooes, and walked with a ſtaff, 
and girded himſelf with a leather- 
girdle : But afterwards, judging 
this equipage exceſlive, and too 
delicate, he left his ſhooes and his 
ſtaff, and in humility girded him- 
ſelf with a Cord. 

Being tempted with unchaſte 
deſires, he plunged himſelf over 
head and ears in a ditch full of ice. 
And one day, the Devil having 
breathed on him, he felt the fire 
of carnal luſt kindled within him: 
Whereupon this bleſſed Saint 
ſtript himſelf ſtark: naked, and 
whipt himſelf terribly with his 
Cord, ſaying, Fj frater aſine, de- 
cet te manere, & ſic ſubire flagel- 
lum: that is, Go to, Brother Aſs, 
thou muſt ſlay and be whipt thus. 
Antonine and Jacobus de Voragine 
repott the ſame. 

The hard ground was his ordi- 
nary bed, and a ſtone his pillow. 
But one day, by reaſon of a pain 
in his head, faking a feather-pil- 
low, and repoſing himſelf there- 

upon 


upon, the De 


it propoſed- novelties, and things 
impoſſible tobe done : But at la 
St. Francis wallowing in the mire 
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vil got into it, and 
extremely troubled his brain, and 
diſturbed his devotion : At which 
St. Francis being ,incenſed, took 
hold of the pillow, and threw 
away both itand the Devil. 

Finding that his carnal concu- 
piſcence continued, he ran to his 
garden, and gathering a great 
heap of ſnow, he plunged himſelf 
in it over head and ears, ſtark 
naked, as Saint Bunaveuture ſaith, 
But Saint Antonine (faith, that he 
plunged himſelf in it only fo high 
as his privities. Then he made 
ſeyen ſnow-balls, ſaying of one, 
This is my Mother 3 and of another, 
This is my Daughter, &c. whereup- 
on the Devil went away very 
much aſhamed. 

He preſented his Rule to Pope 
Innocent the Third 3 who for a 
while rejected it, and (ome of the 
Cardinals oppoſed it, ſaying, That. 


with 


. he Capncim *. | 
with Swine. as aforeſaid, obtained 
his requeſt. | pw” 

Sometimes he had a mind to 
hear himſelf revfled ; and to this 


© puypoſe he once ſaid roa Monk, 


Rail on me. Which ſtri& com+ 


, mand, the Monk not daring to dil 


Bonavent; 
P-39- 
Antonin. 
Pp. 726. 


obey, ſaid to him, Thox art an idle 
lazie Lubber, « Mercinary fellow, 
an ignorant ſot, and a worthleſt 
raſcal. 'Whereat St. Francis great- 
ly rejoycing, anſwered, God bleſi 
thee my Son, for what thou haſt ſaid 
7s very true. 

One day he had a mindto feed 
better then ordinary 3 for which 
reſolving-to make Grifattion, as 
having committed a great (in, he 
caufed himſelf to be dragged to 
the Gallows, with a halter about 
his neck, and his body naked,only 
he had a pair of Drawers on 3 and 
there ſtanding on a great ſtone, ht 
confeſſed that he was a glutton, 4 
fleſh-eater, and moſt worthy « 
ſcornand contempt. St. Antonint 
ſaith, that a Monk went befec 

him 
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" him, crying aloud, Friends behold 
this Glutton, this eater of Pullets .. 
fleſh, which he hath eaten ſetretly 
this | without our knowledee. 
nk, The Devils. whipt him ſo cru- gypivye, 
om- F . elly, that theY' left him half-dead. pag. T7 
diſ- } ' And one day a multitude of De- TM Le 
; « . ” gend faith 
idle Þ vils running on the top of histheſame. 
low, houſe with a horrible noiſe, he 
bleſs} called to them with a ſweet and 
eat- } pleaſing voice, intreating them to 
bleſi | come down, and to beat and tor- 
ſaid} ment him; ſaying :to them, Come 
and avenge me of my adverſary, 
feed which is -< _ Jo FP 
hich Not being content with the tor- _ 
1, 3 mentsthe Devils inflicted on him, | 
, heY he whipt himſelf cruelly, taking 
d tofl delight in this exerciſe. And once. 
bout he hrd himſelf in a Cave a whole 
only} month, withour any ones know- 
and] ledge, as St. Antonine teſtifies. 
e, he St. Antonine and the Legend put P38-721.. / 
on, if this amongſt the proofs of Saint 77, mag 
ay of 'Franciss holineſs; That being/ a. 
onnth ' once; at dinner at an honeſt mans 
honaſe,.a Capon of ſeven years 
| G 2 old 
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One that 


i be Cypucin. breated. 


old was brought to the table, and 


that he ſeata leg of this Capon for 


believes (an Almstq a poor Paſlenger, who 


amiſs. 
Legenda 
Antonins. 
Pag- 725+ 
Bonavent, 


was a miſcreant,, and a peryerſe 
tellow. Butthe next day, when 
St. Francis was ta..the Pulpit 
Preaching, this miſcreant, think- 
ing to jeer St. Francis, ſaid tothe 
people; T7 will ſhew you what ſort 
of meat Francis ſeth to. feed on : 


,and then going to ſhew the people 


the Capons leg, he found it turned 
iato Fiſh 3 whereupon this miſ- 
creant was much confounded. 
When any one gave him roaſt- 
meat, he dragged it through the 


* aſhes, or laid it a ſoaking in cold 


water, . for fear” of breaking his 


Vow of poverty and abſtinence. 


An invention which Jeſus Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, when they were 
eating the Pafſleover, did not 
think of. 

Saint Antonine ſaith, that St. 
Francis divided his Diſciples into 
three Companies 3 whereof two 
ſpent their time in —_—— 

an 


The CapiicinFrbater. 3; 
and the thitd a&tjon.” This thitd - 
fort of Monks were called Pir- 
Zocgori, .and were permitted to 
marry. 

Some Greek Monks having pre- Legends , 
pared 2 dinner for him, when he \nogrnieg 
cameto the houſe, and ſaw clean Antonin, 
linnen and glaſſes on the table, he 2-724 
preſently got to the door, andran 
out intothe ſtreet, where meeting 
a beggar who had a very bad hat, 
he took this hat, and putting it on 
his own head, ate down at the 
door of the houſe begging. 

Being weary, he got up upon ;,,.vq. 
an Aſs: but having with him one Facebi de 
Leonard a Monk, who was on foot, *; —_—_ 
this Leonard grumbled at itz which in-vir2%% 
St. Francis perceiving, alighted Frand/ei: 
from the Aſs, and ſaid to Leonard 3 
Brother get up upon the Aſs, for thou 
art of a better F antily than I. 

He honoured Prieſts ſo much, packs 
that he ſaid, 1f T ſhould meet toge- pry 
ther on the way a Prieſt,and a Saint 
that came down from Heaven, 1 


wonld firſt go and kiſs the _ , 


hands 


Capucin, treated. 


hands, and would ſay to the Saint, 

he: 2e- ſtay thou there 2 white. | 
gend and , In humility he Preached to the 

Antonin, birds, and being once in a Caſtle 

_ called 41biar,while he waspreach- 

Bmavent- ing to the people, a multitude of 

P44 E Swallows flockt about himz which 

bo” by their ſinging hindred the peo-+ 

ple from hearing him : Whereup- 

on turning to the Swallows, he 

ſaid Siſters, ye have talked enough, 

nowit 15s high time for me to ſpeak, 

Benavent, At which words the Swallows 

P38-44+ were ſilent until the Sermon was 

ended. And pitying a Hare, 

. which ſuftered it ſelf to be taken, 

.he ſaid to. it, Brother Hare, why 

*.  - didſt thou ſuffer thy ſelf to be ſo 

_— potery 1 lng Tk - 

Bonavent. reſented to him, on whichtaking 

= . +4 pity, he threw it again 'into the 

gend. River. Hearivug a Graſhopper 

"IM ling, he ſaidto it, Sig ſiſter, Graſ* 

hopper, and praiſe the Creator with 

rejoycing. 

Being in the Church of St, ſary, 

called Port;uncula,ſome body gave 

Se him 


40 CHY- "afe8. 


* hima ſheep, to which he gave in- 
ſtrucions; and the ſheep in obedi- 
ence to him, preſently fell a bleet- 
ing, while the Monks were fing- 
ing inthe Choir; and this creature 

' did very humbly kneel down, 
when / the hoſte was held up. 
Wherenpon &xrizs puts 1n. the 
Margin; that hereticks would learn 
henceforward to adore the Eu- 
chariſt | | 

Trayelli-g through the Mar-', 

quiſate of Ancona, he met on hisg,, 2, 
way a Country-fellow, carrying. 
two Lambs to Market to {ell 
them, which did bleat moſt piti- 
fully 3 whereupon St. Francis, be- 
ing touched with brotherly com- | 

| —_ ſaid to the Country-fel- 
ow, Why doſt thon torment my 
Brethren ſo £ The Country man 
anſwered, 7 carry them to the. 
Market to ſell them to ſome body +, - 
that will eat them. Then the holy 
mat) faid:to- him, God forbid; ra- 
ther 2cke the cloak, which I have. 
ow my ſhantders. So ie gave-him 
27 40:1 G 4 his 
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his cloak, and ſaved' the lives of -' 
his brethren, which he carried a- 
way on his ſhoulders with a bro- 
therly Charity. 

Remembring that it is written 
in the two and twentieth Pſalm, ' 
Tam a worm and no man,he would 
not ſuffer a worm to be trodden 


upon- 

One of his Monks having ſpo- 
ken ſomewhat roughly to a poor 
man, he commanded him to ſtrip 
himſelf, and to go ſtark naked be- 


forethis poor man, and to kiſs hjs 
feet. . 


Antonin. in He was very devoutly preſent 
vitd Fran- "ta Chriſtmaſs mid-night Maſs, to 


ciſci,cap-2. 


ſt8. 6, 


which, according to the Cuſtom 


Bonavett. of the Church of Aome. in thoſe 


Page 47: 


pace 4b. 


days, and uſed ſtill in ſome places, 
an Oxe, and an Aſs were led, and 
hay was carried for them. 

It is obſervable, that Bonaven- 
txre ſaith, that Francis had no 
learning, nor knowledge of the 
Holy Scriptures, acquired either 
by ſtudy or inſtruction from or 

| | thers 
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TS thers ; but that by the irradiation 
of the eternal ſplendour, he pe- 
netrated even to the very bot- 
tomof the Holy Scripture. Hence 
itis, that in his. Rule he alledgerth 
Scripture ſo dexterouſly, and per- 
tinently, as we ſhall ſee anon. 

' At laſt brother Francis dyed, 
having ated a Comedy both be- 
fore God and man. 


7 
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The great rewards which $t.Franciy 
received for bis Enavility': ' 4nd 
- of his marks. 


A Humility fo profound, ad 
Pag.728, of ſo great a merit, was nat 


unrewarded. St. Artonine, ih the! 
life of St. Francis, reports, That 
the people did run after him, and 
did tear his cloathsin pieces, eve- 
ry one {triving to carry away 
a piece, believing that theſe rags 
were of great vertue, and a pro- 
per means for ſalvation; ſo that 
the people left him half naked. 
Bonaventure (aith, That a cer- 
tain holy man had a viſion, where- 
in it ſeemed to him, that a golden 
* * crol3. tape out of Saint Francis's 
mouth, whoſe top touched Hea- 
ven, and its two arms reached un- 
to the ends of the Earth. 
In the ſeventh Chapter of the 
Revelation St. Joon, ſpeaks thus 3 
I 


= war fm fd Ic. ac > + Xo» au a a 4. 


—_ 


”— 


NV £00 © © me =” wp 


him from Heaven, faying,' Thir 


1 ſaw another Angel aſcending from 
the Eaſt, having the ſeal of the living 
God. St. Bonaventure, 1n the lite 
of St. Frencis, faith, That we muſt 


believe that without doubt thisPmeaver. 
Angel is St. Francis: theſe are hig?*&3"* 


words; I ſaw (faith Joby in the 
Revelation) another Angel aſcends» 
ing from the Eaſt, having the ſeal of 
the living God. Whence we gather, 
by an infalliable faith, that this 
weſſenger of Ged, beloved of Chriſt, 
to be imitated by us, and admired by 
the world, is that ſervant of God, 
Francis. 


The ſame Bonaventure ſaith, that p,,,,.. 


a certain, holy, and devout man, 
being oncein St, Francis company, 
fell into a trance, and faw-in Hea- 
ven divers ſeats, among(t which 
he ſaw one more Magnificently 
adorned then the reft, glittering 
with pretious ſtones, and very 
glorious: And ''as this holy man 
was wondering for wham thts ſeat 
was prepared, a voice came to 


was 
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was the ſeat o A one "of the laps 
ſed Angels, and is. kept for the _ 
humble Francis. 

The Legend ſaiththe ſame: and 
we have already ſeen, that this 
was the ſeat of one of the Apoſtate 
Seraphins3 and that by this exal- 
tation the moſt humble Francis is 
placed above the Archangels, and 
above the Cherubins, and conſe- 
quently above all the Saints, ex- 
cept the Virgin-Mary,who 1s called 
the Queen of Heaven. 

- All that have written the life, 
and actions of Saint Francis, ſay, 
That about two years before his 
death, God intending to recom: 
pence the hamility and merits of 
St. Francis,(ent a Seraphin tohim; 
which lying upon him croſs-wiſe, 
imprinted on his hands and feet 
the marks of the wounds of Jeſiis 
Chriſt, 

After his death, there was 4 
great ſtir and conteſt about theſe 
marks : Some laughed at it, and 
ſaid, that if St. Francis had really 

received 
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the wounds of Jeſus Chriſt, every 


P 5 2U mm 


received from God the m 


arks of 


one muſt needs have ſeen them, 
during the ſpace of thoſe two 
years, ſeeing he went with his feet 
naked, and wore no gloves3 but 

that nane ever ſaw them, ſave one 
Fryar, named Elias, whoſaw them , 
but once, and that by chance too, 74. 24, 


"They faid alſo, that the miracles £-p-2. 


of Jeſus Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, 57 *. 
ſerved to ſome good purpoſe, viz. frater 
to cure diſeaſes, to give eaſe and 4 caſs 
deliverance to the afflicted, to profddcere 
raiſe the dead, &c. but, that the mer. | 
marksof theſe wounds do nocure 
at all, and are good for nothing. 
That it is not credible that God 
would imprint theſe marks on 
a mortal body, which was ſoon 
ter to putrifie, by which putre- 
tion theſe marks had been de- 
laced. . Moreover, that although 
theſe marks had been really im- 
printed; yet it is a thing which 
the Devil,or men may eaſily coun- 
terfeit. That the Apoſtles, may 
a 
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had more worth 1n'them then PY 


Francis, never had theſe marks, * 


Bur the Pope interpoſed, and 
"in recompence of the ſervices 
which brother Francis had done 
him, (for he was a great defendet 
of the Popes) Canonized him, and 
put him in the Catalogue of the 
the Samnts. This Canonization 
was, Arno Domini, 1228. More- 
over, Pope Alexander the Fourth, 
Anno Domini, 1254. uynderſtand- 
ing that St. Francis was on Mount 
Alverno,* when he received the 
impreſſion of theſe wounds, took 
this occafion to augment his Re- 
venue : For he declared, that all 
the Eccleſiaſtical Lands andGobds 
in that Mountain did belong to 
the Pope, and were direQtly wh 
immediately ſubjecttothe Chu 
, of Rome. Moreover, hedid p 
ſonally cite, and adjourn thbſe 
who had maliciouſly defaced the 
marks of the Image of St. Francis, 
which was- at Gerrmezr, in the 
| Church 
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Ehutch of Saint Mary de Viemes. 
- About twenty fix years ſince, 
e Nicholas the Fourth, ſent 
ls to - pred under 
the Papal juriſdiction, certifym : 
the truth of St. Francir's ed Fas you 
(though divers, who were hard of 
beef, laughed atit :) fince which 
time, the memory of St. Franciy's 
marks is ſacred mm the Church of 
Rome, which (as Antonive (arth) 
obferves the Feaſt of St. Franci!'s 
marks; which honour 1s not done 
to the tnarks of Jeſies Chris?. 
When I conſider theſe things, 
F cannot enough wonder at the ., 
blindneſs of thoſe that give credit 
to things ſo full of abſurdities and 
tmpoſtures: It ſeems as if the a- 
dorers of St. Francis had invented 
them on purpoſe to diſhonour and 
' mock him; for' no man, who 
hath any common ſenſe left him, 
will do fach things as are attri- 
buted to St. Francis 3 who play'd 
. the mad-man, that he might be 
counted a Szintz and, as much as 
in 
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inhim lay, kept himſelf fr 
uſual and ordinaty ations of man- 
kind, that he might be admired, 
viz. T o draw roalted fleſh through 
the aſhes; to wallow in the dirt 
with Swinez to tumble in the 
Cnow 3 to give inſtruttion-to Anj- 
mals, and to call them his brethren 
and Siſters, are things which can- 
not be done by a man that 1s in his 
right ſenſes. 

And herein we muſt admire the 
Juſt effefts of Gods diſpleaſure, 
who hath revenged the contempt 
of his Word cohtained in the 
Holy Scriptures; for in thoſe days, 
and in the following Ages, the 
the Holy Scripture was a Book 
ſealed, and altogether unknowa 
tothe People: Nothing was then 
talked of, but Images, lying Won- 
ders, Croiſades, Indulgencies, A- 
doration of Reliques, and the 

wer of the Pope was then at the 

eight, and abſurd and feigned 
Legends were the ordinary ſubje& 
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of Sermons. Wherefore God be- ' 


; 0a LS <= * wy ws * 


q oO 45;timh '; 


being provoked, ſtrook the peo- 
ple with the ſpirit of giddineſs, 


d, | and with a horrible blindnek, 
zh | which grew thicker and thicker, 
rt | until God took the Candle of his 


1e | Word fromunder the Buſhel, and 
1- | expoſed to view the Holy Scri- 
n | ptures. 

ih 


CHAP. XX. 


That under the Cloak, of Humility, 


Nt Saint Francis hid an unparalle'ld 
[> pride. 

$ 

© Hoſoever ſhall rightly 


conlider the aftions of St. 
Francis, ſhall under the Cloak of 
Humility-diſcover anunparallel'd 
pride, 

In the beginning of the Legend 
written by Jacobus de Voraigne, 
itis reported, That Francis being 
_—_ with- divers other per- 
lons, he only was merry, and all 
'I the reſt yyere ſad. And bein 
H aske 


| ve Capucin Ire, 
asked what was the caufe of his 
mitth, he anſwered 3 1deo me ex- 
tare noveritis, quia adhnc ſan@ui 
per totum ſoculnm adorabar,that is, 
Know, that 1 rejoyce.becanſe I ſhall 
be adored for a Saint threnghout the 
World. To defire to be adored 
1s the higheſt degree of pride: 
None of the Apoltles deſired this 
honour. Cornelixs the Centurion, 
who was a'man fearing God, knew 
that there 1s but one God, which 
he continually invoked 3 he kney 
well enough thar St. Peter was not 
the Creator of the world : but 
being ſeized with reverence, he 
would have given him ſome infe- 
riour adoration; for which Saint 
Peter rebuked him, ſaying, Stand 
up, Imy ſelf alſo am a man, Ad, 
| 10. 26. St. John (eized with fear, 

would have adored the Angel that 
talked with him, as you may (& 
in the one andtwentieth Chaptct 
of the Revelation 3 But the Angd 
rebuked him, ſaying, See thou tþ 
it not, for T am thy fellow-ſervant; 
worſhi 
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The Capucin Treated. 
worſhip God, He knew well enough 
that this Angel was not God-; 
for the ſame Angel had told him 
ſo before, in Chap 1g. of the, ſame 
Book. Is it not thereforean impious 
folly, for a man to live the life of 
a beggar, that he may be adored 
after his death? 

The Kule of St. Francis.which 
ſpeaks with an abſolute authority, 
demonſtrates the pride ofhim that 
compoſed it. For who-gave bro» 
ther Francis, (who was of the 
meaneſt of the people, and 
without any charge either Ec- 
cleftaſtical or Civil ) power to 
compoſe Laws difterent from 
the laws of God, and to' make 
ordinances which oblige men up- 
on pain of damnation & Who 
gave him power to command 
with abſolute ' authority? For 
ſee how he ſpeaks in hig Rule. 
Per obedientiam injungo Miniſtris3 
T enjoyn Miniſters by their obeds- 
ence. Andheconcludes his Rule 
with theſe words, That it is not 

H 2 lawful 
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lawſul for any, man to inſringe this 
Rule, or by raſh boldneſs to contra- 
adiffit. Thatif any one ſhall pre- 
ſame to make ſuch an attempt, l:t 
bim know, that he ſhall incur the 
adifpleaſure of Almiehty God, and 
of the Bleſſed Apoſites, Peter and 
Paul. 

: I demand how wecan be aſſured 
that God would have us, upon 
pain of incurring his diſpleaſure, 
entirely obſerve Francis his Rule, 
and - that ;God would be. an- 
gry with a {inor Fryar, who in- 
{tead of a Cord, ſhould gird him- 
ſelfwitha leather-girdle,or ſhould 
receive money, or would not 
wear patcht clothes, or would 
wear a ſhirt, or ſhould (whether 
he be a Capucin or a Lay Cordelier) 
fay leſs then ſeventy (1x Paters in 
one day ? What can be ſaid more 
apainſt Murtherers, Adulterers, 
and Blaſphemers, than to ſay, that 
they incur the indignation of Al- 
mighty God? Hath not weak and 
'fiatul man enough to do to obey 
the 
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the commands of God, without 
having heavy burthens impoſed 
on him in things unneceſlary, and 
which God requires not, and then 
to be made believe, that he who 
doth in the leaſt rranſgreſs theſe 
laws, invented by man, doth in- 
cur the indignation of God ? 

It is obſervable, that many of 
thoſe who are rigid obſervers of 
thoſe humane laws, and oblige 
others to be ſo too, do very ealily 
diſpence with the Laws of God 
and are far from loving God with 
all their hearts, and their neigh- 
bours as theniſel ves. 

But Superſtition prevails more 
than Religion. And hence it 1s, 


. that in the Convents of Monks, 


there are envies, factions, and 
continual emulations, beſides 0- 


| ther vices. 


But how did this Francis know, 
that a Monk who obſerves not his 
Rule, incurs the indignation of St. 
Peter and St. Paul? Had heſpoken 
with them? Did they declare 
H 33 and 
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and' promiſe that they would be 
avengers and enemies to all thoſe 
that ſhould contemn the Rule of 
the Minor Fryars? We have the E-+ 
piſtles of thoſe excellent Apoſtles, 
Peter and Paul, which (without 
compariſon) are better then Saint 
Francis's Rule, and yet they do 
not declare themſelves avengers 
of the contempt of their dottrines. 

They donot ſay, that he who 
ſhall violate their precepts, ſhall 
incur their indignation, Where- 
foreit appears,that this venerable 
Francis allumes an authority 0- 
ver the Apoſtles, whom he would 
oblige to be angry for his ſake, 
and to undertake his quarrel. But 
it 1s not credible, that the Apo- 
{tles, who enjoy celeſtial glory, 
will concern themſelves for the 
obſervation of the rules of Monks, 
eſpecially ſeeing they themſelves 
were no Monks, and that their 
lives were as much unlike the 
lives of the Capucins, as Heaven is 
diſtant from Earth 3 Alſo becauſe 
there 
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there were no Caonvents of Monks 
inthe Apoſtles days, nor in many 
ages after. 

Methiaks it 1s enough to have 
God our enemy : If a man incurs 
the indignation of God, the in- 
dignation of theſe two Apoltles 
will not render him the more mi- 
ſerable. In vain therefore doth 
Francis, alter he hath denounced 
againſt the Ainor Fryars, who 
ſhall diſobey his Rule, the Indig- 
nation of God, . threaten them 
with the indignation of St. Peter, 
and Saint Paul, who are pre-Tup- 
poſed (though without proof, 
and contrary to the word of God) 
toknow the heart, and to ſee all 
that is done here below. 

Alſo we would fain know, why 
Francis threatens the Monks with 
the indignation of St. Peter, and 
St. Pani, only ? And why not with 
the indignation of St. John, and 
St. James? but perhaps he believ- 
ed, that they have leſs credit in 
Heaven, or that they are leſs cho- 
lerick, H 4 It 
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[t is very obſervable, that Francis 
compoſed his Rule (wherein he 
gives laws, and commandeth with 
authority) when he was but a Lay 
man, and a private perſon, and a 
long time before the Pope approv- 
edit: And although he was of the 
meaneſt rank of people, and with- 
out any office or dignity, yet he 
ſpeaks magilſterially. 

To the Rule of St. Francis, 1s 
added his Teſtament, wherein he 
ſpeaks with full power and autho- 
rity, ſaying, Firmiter volo quod 
fratres laborent de laboritio,& pre- 
cipio firmiter fratributs per obedi- 
entiam, &c. That is, I do ſtridly 
charge, and do firmly, and abſo- 
lutely command the Fryars by their 
obedience, Oc. He pre-ſuppoſeth, 
that obedience 1s due to him, and 
that his commands ought to be 
firm and inviolable. Kings ſpeak 
not with more quthority, 
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CHAP. XXL 


Some Laws and Ordinances cons 
tained in $t. Erancis s Rule. 


Rancis his Rule begins with 
theſe words : 

The Rule and Life of the Minor 
Fryars, is as follows, viz. to ob- 
ſerve the Holy Goſpel of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt in theſe things, viz. in 
living Obediently, Chaſtly, and 
without Porerty. 

Theſe words are very remark- 
able; for they do not oblige the 
Monks to acknowledge Jeſus 
Chriit to be the eternal Son of 
God, and the Saviour and Re- 
deemer of the world, not to be 
charitable and liberal to the poor, 
nor to be at peace with their 
neighbours, nor to do to others 
what they would have done to 
themſelves, nor diligently to read 
the Holy Scripture, and to be in- 
ſtructed in the Doftrine of Salva- 

tion 
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tion, which are things expreſly 
cantained in the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and recommended by the 
Apoſtles : But this Rule obligeth 
the Minor Fryars, to obſerve the 
Goſpel in things which the Golpel 
of Jeſus Chriſt commands not 3 for 
you cannot find, that the Goſpel 
of Chriſt forbids any one to mar- 
ry; on the contrary, Jeſas Chriſt, 
by the mouth of his Apoſtle, com- 
mands thoſe who cannot contain, 
to marry, and St. Peter was mar- 
ried. Jeſus Chriſt forbids us not 
topolleſs any thing in particular, 
nor doth he command us tolive in - 
beggary by the ſweat of other 
mens brows. He commands not 
tomake a Vow of Obedience to 
a Guardian, or Abbot, or Supe- 
riour of a Monaſtery 3 for in the 
days of Jeſus Chriſt there were no 
ſuch people, nor in many Apes 
after. Can there be a more ma- 
nifeſt mockery, then to eblige 
men by Vow to obey the Goſpel 
inſuch things whereof the Goſpel 
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makesnot the leaſt mention, and 
ſome whereof are contrary to the 


' Goſpel? 


But if theſe things -are com- 
manded in the Goſpel, (as. this 
Rule falſly pre-ſuppoſeth) why 
then doth the Pope diſpence with 
this Vow, by permitting Monks 
to marry? However, he ſeldom 
gives this permiſſion, except to 
perſons of great Quality, 

In the ſecond Chapter of the 
ſame Rule, you ſhall find theſe 
words : | 

Let thoſe who are received Monks, 
have a Cloak with a Hood, and Of 
they will) another without @ Hood. 
Alſo, let thoſ? wear ſhoves, who are 


—_— by neceſſity ſo to do. 
Likewiſe, let all the Fryars wear 


poor and baſe cloaths, which the 
may patch with pitces of ſack-cloth, 
and ſuch other fl and ſhall have 
the bleſſing of God with it. 

Mult not that man be out of has 
wits, who thinks, that the patching 
of old cloaths canbriog down the 
bleſling 
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bleſſing of God upon any one? 
And ſeeing che Caprcins cloaths 
are of woollen-cloth, St. Francir 
did very improperly ordain, that 
they ſhould be patched with ſack- 
cloth. 

In the ſame Chapter of this 
Rule, mention is made of three 
Lents, viz. the Lent before Eaſter, 
another from A! $4ints day, till 
Chriſtmaſi, and the other from 
the day of the Fpiphany, till the 
Lent before Eater. Sothat there 
are five Months of :Lent: The 
two firſt are neceſſarily enjoyned, 
but the third is left to every ones 
liberty. 

In this ſame Chapter,the Aim 
. Fryars are forbidden to ride on 
Horſe-back, except in caſe of ex- 
treme neceſlity. Alſo they are 
commanded, when they enter in- 
to any houſe, to eat whatſoever is 
ſet before them. By this Rule, 
they may eatfleſhin Lent. 

They are likewiſe forbidden, 
in the ſame Chapter, to receive 

money, 
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money, either- perſonally, or by 
Proxie: For Pope Nicholas hath 
already told us,that tohave a Bag, 
and Money, as Jeſs Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles had, is an action of infir- 
mity : but St. Francis, who had 
neither Big nor Money,, attained 
unto greater perfe@ion. 

In the fifth Chapter of the ſame 
Rule, Francis commands his 
Monks to labour with their hands, 
ifthey are able : But in his Teſta- 
ment he ſpeaks more preciſely 3 
for he ſaith, that he himfelf did [ - 
bour with his hands; and he 
adds, \ 

1 do likewiſe expreſly command 
all the other Monks to labour. 

This Command is not obſerved 
now a days for the Capucins and 
Cordeliers, who underſtand a 
Trade, had rather live in idle 
beggery by other mens labour : 
And thus they daily break their 
Vow, andtranſgreſs their Rule. 

Burt. above all, are rematkable 


the words of the Tenth \agpter 
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of this Rule, which are theſe; 

Let not the Fryars trouble then- 
ſelves to teach thoſe to read, who 
cannot reads; but above all things 
let then deſire the Spirit of God. 

St. Francis ſays this, becauſe 
fome Monks are very 1gnorant, 
and cannot read. Some ſuch there 
are now adays, but not ſo many 
as there were in St. Frarncis'stime ; 
whole opinion it is, That no bod 
needs trouble himſelf to nach 
them to read, that ſo they may be 
inſtructed in the Holy Scriptures; 
he had rather they ſhould remain 
« evrg : Only he would have 
them defire the Holy Ghoſt ; not 
conſidering, that God gives this 
Spirit to thoſe who are inſtrufted 
in his Word : For, to deſire the 
Holy Spirit, and yet to negle@ the 
ordinary means,whereby the Holy 
Spirit works 1n the hearts of men, 
1s to ſhut the door againſt him, 
while we deſire him; 1tis juſt as if 
a man ſhould defireto have a Bell 
rung, without having the Clapper 
of it moyed. - . Theſe 
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Theſe are the Commands of 
Francis, whois exalted above the 
Cherubins that ſtand before the 
Throne of God; to the obſerva- 
tion of which Cammands, he pro- 
miſeth Life Eternal 3 and by the 
tranſgreſſion of them, a man in- 
curs the indignation of God; and 
of the Apoſtles, Peter and Paxl; 
but not of St. Philip and St. Luke. 
Moreover, here are better and 
tore excellent things propoſed, 
then thoſe which God commands 
in his Law, viz. Works of Super- 
erogation, which merit a ſuper- 
eminent degree of Glory, far a- 
bove the ordinary ſort of Saints, 
who contented themſelves with 
doing what God commands. 

_ To this Rule are added the 
Conſtitutions of the Orders 
(whereof I have already ſpoken } 
Which the Capncins obſerve more 
exatly, and-with greater obedi- 
ence, then they do the Law of 
God, and Dottrine of the Goſpel, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXII. 


That the Holy Scripture is falſified 
and wreſted in the Rule of Saint 
Francis. 


E have heard before, that 
St. Bonaventure (aith, T hat 
Saint Frarcis had not any ſciencg 
acquired by ſtudy ; but that he 
had received the knowledge of 
the Holy Scriptures by divine in- 
ſpiration. Whether this be true 
ornot, will appear by the paſſages 
of Scripture, which Francis al- 
ledgeth in his Rulc. 
Inthe ſecond Chapter, he ſtrict- 
Pl forbids the Minor Fryarstofor- 
akethe Order, but will have them 
continue 1n it as long as they hve: 
Andthat they ought fo to do, he 
proves by a paſlage of St. Lake, 
in his Ninth Chapter, Verſe 62, 
where Jeſas Chriſt (peaks thus, 
No man having put his band to the 


plongh, and looking back, is fit fo 
| 4 
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the Kinedom God. The connexi- 
onof this paſſage with the prece- 
ding Verſes, ſhews, that by him 
who puts his hand to the plough, 
and looks back, is meant ack A 
one whom Jeſis Chriſt having ſent 
to Preach the Goſpel, and havin 

undertaken that charge, doth af: 
terwatdgs leave it to ſerve his 
wordly occaſions. Our Lord 
ſpeaks not of him who hath vow- 
ed never to marry, and to wear 
no ſhirt, and to live by begging, 
andto obſerve hamane Rules and 
Traditions, which enſnare men 
in unclean luſts, and which are 
given to God for better works 
then thoſe commanded in his Law, 
as if man would make him a 
debtor. In a word, to forſake the 
the ſervice of Jeſs Chriſt, and to 
tranſgreſs the Rule of Francis, 18, 
in his opinion, one and the ſame 


= 
Inthe NinthChapter ofthe ſame 
ule, St. Francis commands the 
Monks to be bricf in their Ser- 
I mong, 
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mons, £nia verbum abbrevietum 
fecit Dominus ſuper terrem 3 that is 
Becauſe the Lord made his word 
ſhort upon earth: Which'ts a pak 
fage taken from the Tenth Chap 
ter of 1/2i4h, ver. 22. and from 
the Epiſtle of St. Par] to the As 
mans, Chap. 9. ver. 28, where 
no mention at all made of Ser 
mons or words which men pro 
nounce with their mouths; but of 
Gods judgments and puniſhm -:t 
which he haſteneth, and wil 
ſpeedily bring upon men. The 
divine inſpiration given to Saint 
Francis did not (it ſeems) tead 
him, that as well in the Old a 
New Teſtament, Yerba is ver) 
often taken for Res or Negotinm 
asin Exodus, Chap. 2. ver. 14. and 
and Chap. 9. Verſ. 5. & 6. andi 
1 Sar. Chap. 1. ver. 4. and Chaz 
2. ver.6. andin St. Lyke, Chap. 
ver.37. and Chap.2. ver. 15; anc 
often eltewhere. 
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CHAP. XXII. 
of Poverty, and Richer, 


"mM Rancis made profeſſion to be 
is a great lover of Poverty, and 
uf commonly called it his Miſtreſs, 
Yy In his Rule he ſpeaks thus to his 
08 Monks 5 7t is this ſublimity of moſt 
of lofty poverty (my dear brethren ) 
WY which makes you heirs, and Kings 
vil of the Kingdom of Heaven, and ex- 
[elf alts you it wertues, who are poor in 
Ih fbtarce : And thereupon he for- 
ad bids them to poſleſs any thing of 
UF all that 1s under the Sun. 

n' He himſelf put this Rule 1n pra- 
my tice. For having a competent 
an eſtate, he left it all : yea, he left 
d his breeches, and the reſt of his ' 
FS clothes, and weat about ſtark 
"naked. 

4 As for Poverty in general, many 
take delight in praiſing itz yea, 
hoſe very perſons who ſhun it; 
nd to extol it, they fay -that 

I 2 Jeſus 


AP 
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Jeſus Chriſt was poor : but that 
ſerves rather to ſhew that pover- 
ty is an evil; for Jeſus Chriſt came 
into the 'World to bear our infir- 
mities, and to ſuſtain our for- 
rows. . 
Bellarmine, inthe 45. Chapter 
of his Book of the Monks, faith, 
that Jeſus Chirſt was a beggar. To 
the titles of the Son of God, the 
Redeemer, the Word, the Wil- 
dom of the Father, nothing ws 
wanting to compleat his praiſes, 
but to call him begger : But a man 
cannot properly be ſaid to be 
begger for living by the help and 
alliſtance of another, 

We may judge of thenature of 
riches, and poverty of this, vis. 
that God is infinitely rich, and 
that the Dcvil is the pooreſt of 
all creatures. Jeſus Chriſt ſaith, 
that it is better to give, thentor 
ceive 3 intimating thereby,that ity 
better for a man to give what 
hath, then to ask what he hat! 
notz For he that gives, imitatey 
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God, who gives always, but re- 
ceives never. Liberality is al- 
ways better then indigence : lt is 
more commendable to give, than 
to receive an Alms. And cer- 
tainly, he that blames riches as 
evil in their own nature, blames 


ith} God, who is the Author of them, 
To and diſtributes them as it pleaſeth 
the him. God oftentimes exhorts his 
Vi-y people of 7//ael to piety, by the 
was 


promiles of temporal good things. 
And Solomon asking of him Wil- 
dom only, he gave him riches al- 
ſo without paralle], Saint James 
indeed ſaith, that God hath choſen 
the poor; but he adds, that are 
rich in Faith. For the happineſs 
of theſe Poor conſiſts not in their 
being poor, but in their being 
rich in Faith. Thus muſt weun- 
derſtand what Jeſus Chriſt ſaith 
in the f1xth Chapter of St. Luke, 
Bleſſed be ye poor. For that which 
makes a poor man happy,. is not 
tis poverty, but the manner of 
4 ſupporting his poverty. There 

I 3 be 
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be rich men that are very verty- 
ous3 and poor men that are very 
wicked, ' whom poverty excites 
to Theft, Murther, Perjury, Oc. 
And therefore Agzr, in the Thir- 
tieth Chapter of the Proverbs, de- 


ſires of God, -not to ſend him po- 
verty. The Soul of poor Lazarw 
is carried by Angels into the be- 
ſom of rich Abraham. So that 
the poor and rich are put toge 
ther, to teach vs, that rich as well 
as poor are received into the 
Kingdom of God, if they fear and 
ſerve him according to his word, 

[tis true indeed, that riches do 
corrupt many, and ſerve only to 
puff them up with pride, to er- 
flame their Juſts, and to diver 
their hearts from truſting in God, 
to truſt in their riches. And thi: 
1s the reaſon why Jeſus Chriſt 
ſaith it is hard for a rich man to 
enter into the Kingdom of God: 
But this evil proceeds not fron 
riches, but from thoſe that abuſe 
them, into whoſe lap riches falling 
art 
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are corrupted, asa Crown is de- 
filed that falls into a puddle, and 
in whoſe hands the goods of this 
world are like a ſword in the 
hands of a mad-man. We muſt 
not believe that Jeſus Chriſt in 


the 16th. Chapter of St. Luke, 
calls riches xriehteons, becauſe 
there 1s any unrighteouſnels in 
the poſſelſion of them, or becauſe 
they are gotten by unrighteous 
means, but becauſe they are either 
provocations, or inſtruments of 
vorighteouſneſs, to thoſe that are 
deſtitute of the fear of God. 


CHAP. XXIV. 


of the vow of Poverty, and of idle 


beg cine 7 Alſo of works, and ſas 
tisſaTions of ſupererogation, 


Here are two ſorts of Po- 
verty: one which God ſends, 
and another to which men do vo- 
luntarily devote themſelves with- 
out Gods ſending it unto them, 
The former 1s an affliction, the 


* other 1s a direct profeſſion, which 
ſome chuſe, as py it of 


great merit, and a work of ſuper- 
erogation. There be ſome poor, 
whom God hath reduced toa low 
eſtate, wherein they get a [lender 
livelihood by thelabour of their 
hands : who, if they be content- 
ed with their conditions, and by 
ſerving God with a pure Conſci- 
ſcience, do aſpire tg better riches, 
viz, the Heavenly, they are hap- 
py, and ——_— of God, and 
truly rich. There be others, 

whom 
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whom God - bereaves of their 
eſtates for the profeſſion of the 
Goſpel, who, although they have 
not purpoſely drawn poverty on 
themſelves, yet, if they bear this 
yoke patiently ard joyfully, e- 
ſteeming it an honour to bear the 
Croſs of Chriſt, their Poverty 
may be ſaid to be voluntary, be- 
cauſe they voluntarily follow the 
call of God. Of theſe Jeſus 
Chriſt ſpeaks in the ninth Chapter 
of Saint Matthew, who have left 
Father, Mother, Wife and Chil- 
dren, or Lands for his ſake; God 
having reduced them to ſuch a 
neceſſity, that they cannot keep 
their eſtates without forſaking the 
profeſſion of the Goſpel. In this 
caſe, we muſt lay down our very 
livesto faye our Souls; and muſt 
be prodigal of our eſtate to be 
nigardly of our ſalvation. 

But there is an affected poverty, 
which ſome embrace by vow, and 
without any neceſſity, or God's 
pbliging of them thereunto 3 who 

may 
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may keep their eſtates with a 
good conſcience, but yet had ra- 
ther leave them to live by other 
men's eſtates, and had rather beg 
than work. This poverty 1s a 
yoke which God impoſeth not on 
them, but they impoſe it on them- 
ſelves. They bear not Chriſt's 
Croſs, but their own. They 
leave the exerciſe of charity, up- 
on pretence of humility and pati- 
ence. It may be ſaid, that they 
they arelike the fowls of the Air, 
for they ſow not, neither do they 
reap, and yet their Father the 
Pope, feeds them plentifully : for 
we ſee, that thoſe who have vow- 
ed Poverty, are fat and plump 
and though they are poor 1n par- 
ticular, yet are they rich 1n com- 
mon. They get more by begging, 
then the common people do by 
working, Many turn Monks in 
ſpight, or toſhake off the yoke of 
their parents, or in a Melancholy 
and deſperate humour, or to de- 
fraud their creditors, who pou 
| har 
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upon them 3 or becauſe they will 
not take pains to work, or have 
not wherewith to ſubſiſt at home. 
They turn beggers, that they 
may not be poor. They arepoor 
by vow, for tear of being ſo by 
neceſſity. Wherefore Fellarnine 
ſpeaks very gracefully, when he 
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ſaith, That to theſe begging £i® de 


Monks belongs that ſaying of Je- 


Mmachiy 
cap. 46. [; 


ſus Chriſt, in the Ninetcenth ſecunda. 


Chapter of Saint A7:tthew, Cen- 
tuplum accipiet, &c. Thatis, He 
ſhall receive an hundred fold, and 
ſhall inherit eternal life. 


But when our adverſaries call 
begging a work of ſupererogation, 
they do thereby acknowledge, 
that God commands it not. The 
Prophets, and the Apoſtles never 
vowed poverty, neither were 
they beggars. Thoſe of them 
who were poor, were not ſo by 
vow, but by neceſſity, which God 
impoſed on them. The Apoſtles 


Lords 


oh. 21:3, 


oh. 19. 


had their Fiſhing Veſſels after our phi14, 16, 
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Lords Reſurrection 3 And St. John 
had his houſe. St. Paul received 
with thankfulneſs the relief which 
the Philippians ſent him: Being 
at Corinth, he got his living by 
making of Tents, chuling rather 
to work, then tobeg; For he well 
knew, that begging is a ſhameful 
thing, and that it makes men 
both idle and impudent. He that 
leaves his own eſtate, to eat ano- 
ther mans bread, hath no reaſon 
to ſay to God, Give ws this day 
our doit bread; For God might 
anſwer him, 7 gave thee where- 
with to buy bread, but thou haſt 
deſpiſed it; And now by thy beg« 
ging, thou takeſt from them that 

' are really poor, thoſe Alms which 

are due to theme. 
And fo far is begging from be- 
ing a work of ſupererogation,and 
Omnins better then what God commands 
zen erit in- 11 his Law, that, onthe contrary, 
Sony & God will have us prevent -it as 

Icny . . 

inrer vos, Much as we can, ſaying in Dext. 
Chap. 15. verſe 4. To the end mY 
there 


The pucin reated. 125 

"there may be no poor among you- 

The Hebrew word ſignifies a Beg-JVIR 
gar, and the” Vulgar Tranſlation 

ſo renders it. Not that it is a 

fin tu beg, when a man hath no 

other way of ſubſiſtence : But 

God commands the rich ſo to re- 

lieve the poor, that they may not 

be conſtrained to beg. 

The Scripture often ſpeaks of 
begging as an evil, and a puniſh- 
ment, yea, a curſe. In the 37. 
Pſalm, David ſaith, 7 have been 
young, and now am old, yet have 1 
not ſeen the righteous forſaken, nor 
bis ſeed begging bread. And in 
109 Pſalm, he makes this impre- 
cation, Let his Children be Vaga- 
bonds, and beg. Heſpeaks indeed 
of involuntary poverty but 
there 1s no hkelihood, that that 
which isa curſe to ſome, can be a 
blefling to others; and that which 
to one 18 a grievous affliction, can 
be to another a holy Profeſſion. 

As for examples, we have al- 
ready ſeen the deſcription which 
| Lucian 
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Lucian and Apuleius give of the 
Prieſts of the Syrian goddeſs, who 
did whip themſelves, and beg, 
Eriphen. To which we ſhall adde the Maſ/a- 
Heret. 80:1ian Hereticks, of whom Fpipha- 
Cad. 3 mins (aith, they went about begging, 
as not having wherewith to ſubſiſt, 
neither poſſeſſung any thing. 
Examine Antiquity, and try if 
you can find ſo much as one ex- 
ample of Monks that made beg- 
ging a Profeſſion. There was no 
no ſuch thing as a Profeſſion of 
beggary 3 for above. twelve hun- 
dred years after the Nativity of 
our Lord. Cams, Biſhop of Bel- 
lay, whois yet living, hath writ- 
ten a great book of the labours of 
Monks; in the Preface whereof 
you ſhall find theſe words; The 
wlcer of idleneſs is crept into Mo» 
naiteries, under the name of holy 
and meritorious beggary, His 
whole book 1s employed to prove 
that Monks ſhould be obliged to 
labour with their hands,eſpecially 
thoſethat donot-Preach, nor have 


any 
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any other painful employment n 
the Church: ſo. far is he from 
placing beggary amongſt thoſe 
pieces of perteftion, whereby God 
1s made a debtor to man, And 
this Prelate's book bears 1n its 
front the Approbation of the Do- 
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Paris. St. Auguſtine hath written 
a book, De opere Monachorum, 
wherein he obligeth them to la- 
bour. Epiphanixs teacheth the 
ſame, in the Hereſie of the Maſſali- 
ans: where, he faith, that in all 
the Monaſteries of Fe ypt, the 
Monks did labour with their 
hands, even as Bees do labour to 
make honey and wax. In thoſe 
days the Monks were poor Her- 
mits, living in deſerts, labouring 
with their hands to get their liv- 
ing, and carrying their work- 
manſhip to the neighbouring 
Towns to fell, bought bread 
with the money : They did not 
beg the approbation of their Rule 
from the Bifhop of Rome, for they 
were 
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were not ſubje&t tohim: Ina word, 
they were not at all like the 
Monksnow adays. The ſame Epi- 
phanixs, in the ſame book, con- 
demnsthoſe that live an idle life, 
and making a profeſſion of beging, 
get their bread at rich mens tables, 

But to compleat their wicked- 
neſs, the mendicant Fryars make 
begging a work of ſupererogati- 
on, that 1s, better than what God 
commands in his Law, and conſe- 
quently, better than to love God 
with all our hearts,and our neigh- 
bour as our ſelves. God com- 
mands us to ſerve him with all our 
ſtrength, ſo that the Monks ſerve 
God with more than all their 
—_— » Which is impoſlible. 
Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, Samnel, 
David, &*c. never did works of 
ſapererogation. The perfection 
of the Angels conſiſts in obeying 
God, and not in doing more than 
hecommands. Jeſus Chriſt him- 
ſelf came into the world only to 


dothe will of his Father, and not 
to 
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to do more then his will. Ask 
the moſt devout Cuprcin, if he 
never commits (in; and he will 
tell you, that heis a poor linner : 
How do theſe things agree ? they 
donot that which God commands, 
and yet will do more then he 
commands! They fail in neceſſary 
things, and yet ſtrive to do 
things unneceſſary, and which 
God requires not! They do not 
what they ought, and do what 
they ought not | They are more 
holy than God would have them 
to be! 

That man is crack-braind, who 
exerciſeth liberalicy when he hath 
not wherewith to pay his debts 5 
If this be fo in reference to men, 


. how much more in reference to 


God? Itis an extream pride, to 
endeavour to give God overplus, 
and more then we owe him. 

Ina word, I would know whe- 
ther the Monks, when they do 
works of ſupererogation, do the 
will of God, or their own will. 
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are obliged thereunto, and db 
what they ought : Bur if, by do- 
ing better things thenthoſe which 
God commands, they do their 
own will; it follows that their 
will is better than the 'will of 
'God. 

Out of this ſame ſhop of pride, 
come thoſe ſuperabundant fatisfa- 
tions, whereby 'the Monks would 
make us believe, that-they ſuffer 
more puniſhment, and do more 
penance, 'then their ſins deſerve, 
and that the Pope gathers this 
overplus-into his Treaſury, and 
diſtributes it by his Indulgence 
as payment for the fins of others. 
'The Monks belieye,that by whip- 
ing themſelves, by faſtmg and 
ng bare-foot, they expiate the 


Bell. kb.y 


1.4.-ſex- ſaith, that the Saints are, in' ſome 
ſenfe, our Redeemers. The Le 
gends of 'Saint 4A#tonine, ſay, thit 

Saint Dominick, a grand emuli- 


tor of the holineſs of St. Franch, 
\(ht 


If they do the will of 'God, they | 


de Indus Of others; Wherefore BellarmintÞ 
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Jaſht himſelf three times a day 
with an iron chain, vis. Once for 
his own fins, which were very 
ſmall, once for the ſins of the 
diving, and once for the ſins of 
thoſe Squls which are in Purga- 
tory, who (no doubt) received 
much eaſe thereby. Andit is this 
ſame Saint, that once had mercy 
on the Devil: For. the Devil 
having transformed himſelf into a 
Sparrow, and Saint Dominick 
catching him, contented himſelf 
only with pulling off the feathers 
from his head, whereas it was in 
his power to have wrung off his 
neck. 

By theſe things Gad is blaſphe- 
med: For ſuch things are attri- 
buted to God, which if a man 


- ſhould do, he would be accounted 
either wicked, or mad. For, 


what Judge would not be account- 
ed unjuſt, or out of his wits, who 
ſhould let a malefaftor go, becauſe 
his. neighbour hath whipt himſelf 
for him? But things which are 
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ridiculous in civil ſociety, are & 
ſteemed good in Religion; as if 
a man muſt loſe common ſenſe to 
augment piety. 

All this abufe proceeds from 
this, viz. that men, utterly deſti- 
tute of the knowledge of the Ho- 
ly Scriptures (which are tothem a 
book ſealed, and akogether un- 
known) ſeek other ſarisfattions, 
and other payments for fin, then 
the death and paſſion of Jeſus 
Chriſt. ' For ſeeing Jeſus Chriſt 
hath fully ſatisfied Gods: juſtice, 
to what purpoſe are other ſatisfa- 
Ctions preſented to him? Is not 
this to accuſe God of injuſtice, 
to pretend that he takes two pay- 
ments for one debt, when the firſt 
is ſufficient 2 Ts it not to diſhonour 
that moſt perfe&t ſatisfaction, 
which Jeſus Chriſt hath accom- 
pliſhed for us, to joyn it with the 
whipings and auſterities of Monks; 
which 1s juſt as if a man ſhould 
mingle coals and diamonds toge- 
ther 2 For Pope Clement the VI. 
: | 1 
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in his Extravagant Unigenitns, 
ſaith, that the merits of the Virgin 
Mary, and of the other Saints, do 
help to compleat the treaſure of 
the benefits of Jeſus Chriſt ; giving 
us to underſtand, that the benefits 
of Jeſus. Chriſt make but bare 
meaſure 3 but that the addition of 
the Saints merits makes heaped 
meaſure, and is an addition to 
the merits of Jeſus Chriſt. And 
for this reaſon, the Prieſt in the 
Maſs prays for ſalvation, not on- 
Iy through the Saints interceſlion, 
but alſo through their merits. 

' The Lord Gad take pity ono 
many poor people involved in lo 
many abuſes, and diſcover the de- 
ceit of thoſe, who being them- 


ſelves notorious ſinners, do yet by 


a proud humility think to expiate 
the (ins of others, 
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CHAP. XXV. 


of the Fraternity of the Cord. * 
An Extra@ of a Book, entituled, 
The Treaſure of the Indulgen- 
cies of St. Francis's Cord, Tran- 
ſlated ont of Italian into French : 
And of the Canonization of 
St. Francis, and Ignatius de 
Loyola. 


T HE Faaternity of St. Fran- 
cis's Cord, is a Society of ſu- 
erſtitiouſly devout people, both 
Men and Women, and as well 
Clergy-men as Lay-men : Ints 


which Fraternity they who enter, 


are obliged to certain Obſervati- 
ons, and for a Badge of the Frx 
ternity wear a Cord, in imitation 
of the Cord which St. Francis 
wore, and do participate of all 
the Merits and SatisfaQions of 
thoſe of the ſaid Fraternity. They 
who have the leaſt of merit, do, 
for all that, ag really partake of 
the 
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the merits.of the others, as if they 
weretheir own: They lend their 
merits toeach other 3 and he that 
is aſleep, or at dinner, participates 
of the merits of him that whips 
himſelth, or of him that turns over 
the conſecrated Beads of his Chap- 
let ſeven times. 

-The Fraternity of St. Francis's 
Cord, hath great Priviledges, and 
the Popes. have granted it great 
Indulgences. Thele priviledges 
have been, ſet down in writing 
by divers, but eſpecially by Anto- 
njo-Brugneto,an Italiar,0bſervantin 
Monk, whoſe very words in the 
104. page, are theſe; 


The moſtelrious Father Francis, 
e little before his death, obtained 
of God the Creator three Priviledger, 
as the defun® Pope Gregory re- 
ports them from $t. Francis his 
own mouth, Viz. 

The firſt is, That as the number 
of Monks ſhould increaſe, ſo ſhould 
«ll things neceſſary be provided ſor 

K 4 them 


g LaDiucimn ered. 


them by the Divine Providence. 

The-ſecond, That whoſoever ſhall 
wear the Habit of his Order, ſhall 
not dye unfortunately. 

, The third, That whoſoever ſhall 
perſecute the Religion of bis Order, 
his days fhall be ſhort, and bis end 
miſerable. 

Moreover, the moſt glorious Fa- 
ther Francis, a little before his 
death, revealed to a certain Monk: 
(who is worthy of credit) that he 
had obtained three other Priviledges 
of ory Creator, when he appeared to 

im in the likeneſs of a Seraphin, 
and left the impr:ſſton of the boly 
Marks on him. 

The Pp is, That the profeſſron of 
his Monks ſhould continue until the 
_ the world. 

e ſecond, That whoſoever ſhall 


live well in his Order, ſhall live a 
lone time in it. 

The third, That whoſoever ſhall 
heartily love his Order, how great a 
ſinner he be, ſhall find mercy from 
God, if ſo be he turns from his evil 
Ways. The 
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The ſame Author in the. 109. 
page, hath theſe words: PULE 


Firſt, Pope Clement the Fourth 
hath granted to thoſe men, who on 
their Death-beds ſhall deſire to be 
clad in the Habit of St. Francis his 
Order and to thoſe women who 

deſire to be clad in the Habit of 
of St. Clare, and to be buried in it, 
the pardon of the third part of their 
INS» 
þ This ſame Indulgence was grant- 
ed them by Pope Nicholas the Third, 
and by Pope Urban the Fifth. 

Moreover, Pope Leo, the Tenth, 
confirming the ſaid Conceſſions, 
adds by way of overplus, That they 
who ſhould die in this Habit of St. 
Francis, or $t. Clare, and ſhould 
be buried therein, ſhould have a ple 
nery Indulgence for all their ſins. 

And in the 95. page 3 Moreover, 
on Olive-Saturday, on the Feaſt of 
St. John the Evangeliſt, and on the 
#herFeaſt of $t.Joha Porta-Latina 


(Pope 
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(Pope Sixtus the Fifth) he hath 
granted” to thoſe of the Fraternity, 


who ſhall on ſuch days rehearſe the; 


ſeven Penitentiary Pſalms, the re- 


demption of one Soul ont of Pur- 


gatory. 


As for the Indulgence granted 
(as the Minor Fryars ſay) by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the Virgin Mary, and 
confirmed by the Pope at Noſtre 
Dame des Anges, called Portiun- 
culaz the Roſary of Bernardin, 
and the aforeſaid book of the Ib- 
dulgences of the Cord, and the 
Chronicle of St. Frarncis, (ay, tha 
St. Francis would not have the 
Pope's Bu for confirmation. of 
the ſaid Indulgence : For (faith 
he) 7 have the glorious Virgin, and 
Jeſus Chriſt for Notaries, and th 
Angels for Witneſſes. This Indul 

ce 1s to be had on the ſecond 
day of Auguſt, whereby every one 
who hath been confeſfed, and is 
contrite, 'and ſhall then go into 
the Church-of Noftre' Dame dei 
Anget, 
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Prary abſolution” bot rt Ab er 


| withthelike or greater contrition 


Anger, (ball obtain a plen 


ptmiſhment: - "If this ſame petfon 
ſhould go into, any other 'Charch,' 


he ſhould not have the ſame In- 
dilgence. Itis warth ogr hetice, 


4 


that 'St. Francis obtained* this In- 


__—_ off Pope Honorjns, by 
p enting him' with three red 
oles inthe Winter. + . 
But Pope $ixtus the Fifth, wh 
was a Cordelier, hath abnndantly 
heaped up Indulgences, plenary, 
re plenary, , and moſt plenary, 
(as they Phreſe it) on the Order 
of the Minor Fryars, and uponthe 
Fraternity of St. Francis's Cord. 
But of all theſe Indulgences, of 
three or four* hundred thouſand 
years, the Jeſaits make little reck- 
ing, and haye never much trou- 
bled themſelves about procuring 
any of them from the Popes e- 
ſteeming their own Order, al- 
though barren in pardons, and 
Indulgences, better then that of 
the Mingr Fryars, How- 
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However, in  Qne reſpett_ the 

Gelierr and CS Saas the 
Tela s, (vi%.) 10 that St. Franci: 
—_—_ mized by. the Pope im- 
a yafter his death, without 
thelcalt difficulty : But as for Jg- 
natins, Loyola, the Founder and 
Patron of the Jeſuits, who dyed, 
Anno. Domini, 1556. the Jeſuits 
were aboye ſeventy; years ſolicit- 
ing in the Court of Koxze, to ob- 
tain from the Pope, that he might 
be put, into the number of the 
Saints 3 and atlaſt, with great dif- 
ficulty,obtained his Canonization, 
ſeventy years after hjs death. $0 
long did the ſanCtity of Jenatiu 
hang in ſuſpencez which, no 
doubt, was the cauſe of great 


trouble, and perplexity to him. |. 
However this future Saint, during} , 


all this waiting, received ſome 
conſolation; For, ſame years be- 
fore his Canonization he was Bea 
tined, which is a fore-runner ol 
Canonization. k 
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At laſt the Pope having re- 
ceived more clear and certain 
proofs of the holineſs of Tenatins, 
put him 1nto the Catalogue of the 
Saints, and ordained that he ſhould 
be invoked in the Church of 
Rome3 which had not been law- 
ful during thoſe ſeventy years 
that paſt betwixt JTenatins his 
death and Canonization. 

But as in the Chappels,and Col- 
ledges of the Jeſaits you ſhall ſee 
few Images of St. Francs: (o in 
the Convents, and Churches of the 
Capucins, it is a very rare thing 
to ſee the image of St. Tenatins : 
For the Capucins believe, that St. 
Francis hath more credit in the 
Court of Heaven, and that he is 


' exalted above the Chernbins. 


>; 


—_ 


Fd IN Ip 4 


'The Author to the Readers. 


Few days ſince a little Book, 

Intituled, The Capucin, com- 
poſed by Mr. Du Moulin, coming 
to my view, and having read it ex- 
aFlh, I find nothing in it, but what 
i true, and praiſed among the Ca- 
pucins- But knowing that divers 
parfſeiafilre might be added, which 
that "good man was ignorant of, I 
thought he would not take it amiſi, 
if by way of Appendix to his Bock, 
Iſhould publiſh this ſmall Journal, 
that ſo nothing might be wanting to 
compleat the deſcription of the Ca- 
pucin. The things which I have 
added, are ſo well known among 
thew, that they cannot be denied 5 
beidery no man can ſpeak with ſo 
much confidence, as I may, having 
ben of their Order, and employed 
i" their Aﬀairs above twenty years. 
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1 CAPUCIN FKRYAR 
Deſcribed. 


PART IL 


CHAP. I. 
The Capucins Journal. 


HE Capncins boaſt, 
that of all the Re- 
ligious Orders of 
theRomiſh Church, 
theirs is the moſt 
auſtere and perfett. The Car- 
thuſians did formerly diſpute this 
honour 


tend with them both, and would 
take this honour. from. them by 
force, for they will-give- place to 
none in point of perfe&tion. And 
they hayereaſoh for it, Having a- 
mong(t them all thoſe adyanta- 

es by whole Sale, which the reſt 
have only by Retail, viz. 

They beg with the Mendicants, 
receive Reftits with the Biſhops, 
Benefices with the Abbots, Pri- 
viledges with the Monks ; the 
eat good Filh with the Carthuſp 
ans, Fleſh with the Capucin's, wild 


- aw Fowl with the Geatry: (a) They 


ſay ſhort Maſles, as great Mens 


ſhore Chaplains doz areClad like Popes, 
Maſſes "Feed .. like Lords, and lye deli- 


(aid. 


cately.' They are , Jucofrs In 
thePulpit, Carmelitgs in the Kitch- 
eg, bat never Corlleliers Th the 
Chdite,) They ate Confelors to 
Kings,” abd* of late are became 
ChapHirts. to Prints; 'ahd bes 
Ladies, | They govetd both - 
| | an 


kiSuau? Silk 1hew's” bar Frcs of * 


Jeſuits are ſtarted vp, who con- 
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and women, gather wealth on 


all hands 3 andif you would give 
a Jeſuite his right name, you muſt 
call him Ommis homo. However, 
the Capnrcin's have gained the 
elteem of the people, and do ex- 
ceed all the other Monks in ri- 
gour and auſterity. 

Their day begins at midnight, 
a little before whichtime, he that 
warns them to riſe, goes the round 
by their chamber doors with a kind 
of Cymbal, which they call a Tar- 
rabas,being hike thoſe Inſtruments 
of Wood, with which thoſe of 
the Romiſh Communion are called 
totheir Churches three days be- 
fore Eaſter, when the Bells are 
flent. 

At this noiſe the ſleeping Fry- 
ars rouſe, rub their ears,” ſhake 
off their fleas, and go into the 
Choire to fing Matines. They 
that would be diſpenſed with, 
need only ſay tothis officer, Bro- 
ther I am indiſpoſed, paſs on fur- 
ther. When Matines are ended, 
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having invoked all the Saints in 
Paradiſe, both Males and Fe- 
males; they begin to whip them- 
ſelves after the manner mentioned 
in the 8th Chapter of the Capncir. 
Many make more noiſe then they 
have hurt, others ſtrike againſt 
the benches to ſpare their but- 
tocks 3 and all this while they 
ſing with open mouth the 51 
Pſalm, Have mercy on this poor 
Sinner, &c. There be ſome that 
make themſelves bleed in good 
earneſt, and with much whipping 
harden the leather of their but- 
tocks, like that of a Poſtillion's 
Coat; for theſe poor people think 
they ſhall goto Heaven the ſooner 
fortheirmuch whiping themſelves, 

The whips which they uſe, are 
called Diſciplines; ſome are made 
of ſmall iron chains, and ſome of 
ſmall cords full of knots ; at the 
end of which ſome of them put 
Iron rowels. Theſe whips con- 
fiſt, ſome of five ſtrings, in ho- 
nour of the five wounds of Jeſus 
Chrilt, 
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Chriſt 3 and ſome of ſeven topu- 
niſh the ſeven mortal ſins. 

After theſe skirmiſhes, the Su- 
periour bleſſeth them all, and then 
they diſpoſe themſelves to make 
that Prayer which they call men- 
talz and that they may recollet 
themſelves the better, the win- 
dows are ſhut. Many of them 
make it, as Saint Peter in the Gar- b) They 
denz (b) S$imopr: ſleepeſt thous all aſleep- 
This Prayer muſt continue an 
hour, and thenthey go toa great 
firez about which they make a 
thouſand frisks, and cut as many 
capers. Someturn their back to 
the fire, others their ſide. Some 
draw their Hoods over their face, 
others put a Handkerchief 0o- 
ver theireyes; andall this while 
they rehearſe in two Choirs the 
office of the Virgin for thoſe that 
gave them the wood. 

When they are well warmed, 
they go to ſleeptill ſix a clock 1n 
Winter, and five in Summer : -a 
little before the clock (ſtrikes, they 
Aa 3 are 
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are awakened by the ſtrokes of 
a club on their chamber-doors, 


| (c) Cer- and then they return into the 


rain Offi- Choire to ſing (c)) Firſt and Third, 


(4) The 204 after that the Conventual 
ordinary Maſs (4) for the good friends of 


Mais of the Monaſtery. 

_— After theſe ſpiritual exerciſes, 
they betake themſelves to corpo» 
ral ones. The Cooks prepare in 
the Kitchen, the Gardners go to 
work in the Garden. Some go 
totheir Studies, ſome fetch a walk, 
ſome make crolles for the reſt, 
ſome make reliques for their de- 
vout Clients, and ſome paſs the 
time intalking, Cc. 

; About half an hour after nine, 

(e) —_— Bell rings (e)) $ixth and Ninth, 

Offices, after which offices they give 
ſome {trokes on a broken Pick-ax 
inſtead of a Bell; which is done 
in zeal to poverty 3 at the noiſe 
of theſe blows on the ſpade, they 
all go into the Dining-room, and 
one after the other kiſs the 
ground, and then ſtand in order 

waiting 
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waiting for the Superiour. 
Mundays, Wedneſdays, and Fri- 
days, having kiſt the ground, they 
attend on their knees the coming 
of the Superiour, who having 
likewiſe kiſt the ground, turns a- 
bout tothe reſt. Then the eldeſt of 
them puts off his cloak in reſpect, 
claſps his hands, hangs down his 
head on his knees, and ſays, Be- 
wedicite, Father I confeſs my*fanlt, 
T am an unhappy wretch, IT have 
broken a Platter ; another ſays, 7 
am worſe then a Devil, I have broken 
a Cup3 another, 7 am 4 block-head, 
IT was like to have burnt the Mona- 
ſtery. Such things as theſe they 


confeſs, as Mr. du Moulin hath ob: Vide dz 
ſerved in the 8th Chapter of the #*% 


Capucin. , 

To theſe childiſh confeſſions, 
are enjoyned on the very ſame 
place, Penances ſutably ridiculous, 
to whichT adde theſe following. 

They make him that hath Sung 
too low in the Choir, to put the 
Coverlet of his bed on his back, 
TP like 
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like a Cope, and a ſtaff in his 
hand like the Chanter of the 
Chapter ; and as he walks along 
by the Tables, he ſings the 1Mag- 
ificat with falſe notes. 

If any one be too ſpruce or fini- 
cal, (as many affettto be ; witneſs 
he that cauſed ſuch hairs of his 
eye-brows and beard,as he called 
ſupernumerary, tobe plucktout; 
for he cut his hairs by tale, and 
his beard by the rule or compaſs) 
they make him kiſs the Pot- 
hangers, or the bottom of a Ket- 
tle. Divers go to him to com- 
plement him, calling him &3zr ; 
and then (to make him handſom 
and brave) they load him with 
Diſh-clouts, and flap him on the 
Chaps with a wet cloth, as you 
would dotoa Jack-pudding. 

I have known a Maſter of the 
Novices to enjoyn a Novice, as a 
penance, to ſing a merry Song, 
called AMadelonnette. Another 
hath commanded them all to paſs 
over the belly of one that Jay flat 
on 
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on his back 3 and every one as he 
paſſed over him, ſaid, Burſt, burſt 
thou proud Cockscomb. 

Another, who cauſed a Novice 
to be whipt in the Garden, in the 


fight of Women and Maids, that | 


lookt over the wall; being told 


of it, replyed, (f') What care wer) 
though the Females ſee our ſhoulders, would a 


h we give them good example. 


penance, when a poor Capucin 
hath emptied his pot of Wine at 
Table; the Superiour commands 
another to be brought him. For 


this is to publiſh his 1ofirmity (e)(9 oy 
and what that is. the reſt are ablejg,esgooq 
to gueſs by the greatneſs of hiswine 


thirſt, 

If any ane brags of his gentili- 
ty, or talks in Courtly terms, or 
walks loftily, three perſons .are 
appointed to follow him as he 
walks up and down, whilſt the 
reſt are at Table 3 and two Hal- 
bertiers march before him with 
Pick-Axes on their ſhoulders, 


crying, 


_ 


! . ., Females 
It is a very rude and uncivilwhipe. 
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crying, Room, Room, for the Gen- 
tleman. | 

If any one makes a noiſe as he 
walks, he is tyed hand and foot 
like a Calf that is carried to 
Market, and lies ſo upon the place 
till dinner beended ; or elſe he is 
made gallop up and down the 
room upon all four like a beaſt, 

Going one day to a certain Mo- 
naſtery, | went into the Dining- 
room, and in the place where they 
dopenance, I ſaw one bufily en- 
deavouring to bite an Apple 
which hung from the roof by a 
thred; and asking what that poor 
Fryar had done, I was told that he 
had eaten his Pottage too hot, and 
that this Apple was given him to 
ſtay his ſtomack while his broth 
did cool. 

Another for breaking ſilence, 
was made to hold a dead man 
bone in his mouth, for the ſpace 
of an hour at the Church door, 
to be ſcen by thoſe that went 


10, 
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A certain poor Fryar that was 
one of the Servants, coming one 
day very hot out of the Kitchen, 
preſently takes off his pot of winez 
which the Superiour obſerving, 


made him ſhew the bottom of his. 


empty pot, and to ſay aloud, 


Brethren, I pray do me the favour 


to fetch wy Drawers for my pot, for 
you ſee it ſhows its breech. | 

When any onehath ſpoken toe 
inſolently to his fellow,he is made 
to go bare-foot, bare-headed, 
with his hands claſpt, and a great 
rope about his neck 3 and falling 
on his knees, he kiſſeth the feet of 
all the reſt, ſaying, Brethren pray 
to God for a poor Toad. 

He that hath too ſtately a gate, 
is made to walk up and down, 
whilſt the reſt are at dinner, with 
his armsa Kembow,a Basket on his 
head, and a lath by his fide, made 
like a Sword; ſaying to them all, 
one after another 3 Brother what 
doſt thou think? am 1 not very 
brave? 
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I have known a Superiour ſo 
uncivil, as to command a young 
Novice who ſmelt to his bread, 
to dine on the ſeat of a Privy. 

And now we are ſpeaking of 
Novices3 itis a rent which they 
pay every Friday, before they fit 
down at Table, to whip them- 
ſelves whilſt the 51 P/alm: is ſung, 
and to ſpeak to no body but on 
their knees, nor to riſe again be- 
fore they have kiſs'd the ground, 

When theſe follies are ended, 
and having all dined, the Supe- 
riour gives a fignal by ſtriking 
with his knife on a goblet. Where- 
upon they all riſe, and take away, 
and (having given thanks) go to 
the Altar, where every one ſays 
three Paters for thoſe who gave 
them their Dinner ; after which 
they walk in the garden. 

About Two of the Clock, the 
Keeper of the Veltry (or Sexton) 
ſtrikes five times on the broken 
Pick-Axe ; this 1s called Silence, 
at the found whereof they all go 
to 
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to ſleep for an hour ; and this is 
called the preparation for the 
mental prayer, which in Summer 
they make at noon. 

At Two of the Clock they ſing 
Veſpers3 at which time, moſt 
commonly, there are many vacant 
places, for ſome are walking in 
the Garden, others making viſits 
inthe Town, others a begging 3 
and it 15a great chance if ſome be 
not abſent. 


At Four aClock they ring the, xy. 
(b) Com letormm, after which, laſt even- 
they make about forty Prayers'785*- 


to the Virgin Arg; and then 
they make again the mental pray- 
er for an hour. 

In the Winter they whipthem- 
ſelves as ſoon as this Prayer 1s 
ended, inſtead of doing it in the 
night, to avoid the ſeverity of 
the cold. 

One of the greateſt Earls in 
France, being once, by chance in 
a Monaſtery, and hearing the 
great noiſe they made, —_ 
the 


the Heavens were falling, and 
receiving withall a laſh on the 
chaps with a whip, cryed gut for 
help 3 which at that time put a ſtop 
to their exerciſe. 

One- of them being wont to 
whip himſelf too ſeverely, the 
Superiour cauſed his Diſcipline 
(which is a kind of whip) to be 
taken from him. But this good 
Fryer loved whipping ſo well, 
that he went and preſented his 
buttocks to his companions, and 
begging ſome laſhes of them, he 
ſaid, Brother do me the kindneſs, 
Cc. | 

They go out from thence mer- 
rily to Supper (which is not in- 
terrupted with Penances, as their 
dinner is) and then they go to 
diſcourſe by a good fire. Some 
tell the news of the Town, others 
read Gazettsz and every man 
takes the liberty to talk, except 
the Superiour (from the occalt- 
on of a ſpark of fire falling on his 
foot) commands them to ſay 
ſome 
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ſome Prayers for the Souls in 
Purgatory. 

About Seven a Clock, the de- 
vouteſt of them go to examine 
their Conſciences before the Al- 
tar 3 after which the Superiour 
fings ſome Prayers ; which being 
ended, they all ſtretch out their 
arms croſs-wife, and ſay Five Pa- 
ters3 then one of them kiſhng his 
hand, preſenteth him with the 
bruſh dipt in Holy-water, which 
he ſprinkles on their heads, to 
waſh away their Venial fins. Af- 
ter this every one kiſleth the 
ground, and ſays, Benedicite, and 
lo they go to lye down until the 
Alarm. calls them to Matines. 


a6 
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CHAP. IL. 


Fiſed by the Capucins. 


T is a lamentable thing to ob- 
_— whither Superſtition leads 
theſe poor Souls, that take not 
the precepts of the Goſpel for the 
rule of their devotion. 

There are ſome Capncins that 
think they do God very good 
ſervice by whipping themſelves 
every day, as ſoon as they awake; 
and that if they whip themſelves 
before the Communion, it is 4 
good preparation thereunto. 

I have read in the memorials 
of one of their Generals, that a 
certain Capucin, named Amboine 
Corſe, wore a Coat of Maile next 
his body, and girt it ſo cloſe, that 
his fleſh came thorow it 3 inſo- 
much, that it was incorporated 
into his skin 5 alſo that this ſame 
man did wear Drawers of Hogs 

| kin, 


Some particular Superſtitions pra- 
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skin, and that (the length of them 
being half cut) entred into his 


i fleſh; andat laſt he came to ſuch 


a degree of Superſtition, that he 
would eat but five raw Beans a 
day in Summer, and five Chace- 
nats in Winter, and drank no- 
thing but Water. His deſign 

ſaysthe General) wasto try how 

r humane nature could go in 
ſuffering Che might have ſaid, in 
tempting God.) 

Some of them lye on the bare 
Boards, with a Faggot for their 
Pillow, andſleep with a Croſs in 
their hand. 

A certain Cpxcin that was wont 
to ſtretch out his arms (Crols- 
wiſe) two hours every day, be- 
ing ſick and weak, wonld not let 
fall his languiſhing arms; and 
asking him to what purpoſe that 
Devotion ſerved, he anſwered 


me, that he did it in imitation of 


Saint Pay; whoſaid, That he was 
Crucified with Jeſws _ 

I have known ſome that would 
\ ET Bb bow 
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bow a hundred times every day 
before an Image of the Virgin 
Mary, and at each time kiſs the 
feet of the Image. 

Some gather Flowers and make 
Noſegays, wherein they put but 
five ſorts of flowers, in honour of 
the five letters of the name Maria, 
I haveſcencertain of them having 
a Noſegay of Gilliflowers in their 
hand, preſent it to the noſe of an 
Image of the Virgin Mary; and 
kneeling down faid, 1 ſalute thee, 
Mary; and repeated it ixty three 
nmes, in honour of the (ixty three 
years, which they ſay the Virgin 
Mary lived upon Earth. 

I have known ſome go four 
Leagues faſting, to prefent the 
Virgin 4Afary with a Crown of 
flowers, which they put on the 
head of her Image. 

Another pricking himſelf, ſign- 
ed a vowtothe Virgin Afery with 
by bled 3 and as he turned about, 

ceing a great .gobbet of rotten 
flegm, which ſome body had 
newly 
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newly ſpit, he licke it upin ho- 
nour of the ſaid Virgin. 

One of their Stewards were 
wont to preſent Fruit to the Fry- 
ars, with ſublime intentions, vis. 
Sometimes he would preſent a 
ſlice of a Melon to each of them, 


in honour of the Deity 3 ſome- 


times two in hogour of the two 
Natures of Chriſt. Sometimes 
three Apples in honour of the 


"three Perſons; ſometimes four 


Pears in honour of the four Evan- 

liſts; ſeven Apricocks in de- 
pight to the ſeven mortal ſins 3 
eight "P in favour of the eight 
Beatitudes3z nine Apples in me- 
mory of the nine Choire of An- 
gels; ten Chaſenuts in thinking 
on the ten Commandments3z and 
oftentimes twelve in memory of 
the twelve Apoſtles. 

. T have known ſome carry about 
with them their fins, written in a 
Skin of Parchment;z which they 
ſowed to the inſide of their cloths, 
Juſt againſt the heart ; and this 

Bb 2 they 


"3 


20 


The Capucins Journal. 
they- did im wnitation of Davzd, 
who ſaith 1n the'5 } Pſalm, My (in is 
ever before me." 

. , Another;had. the reputation of 
a: Saint for- whipping himſelf e- 
yery night; and for whipping the 
ſteps of the Altar; with intention 
to. whip the ſhooes of- the little 
Jeſus. 

..:.Fryar Jacopon had the inwards 
of an Oxe hanging in his Cham- 
ber; wherein the worms bred, 
and he uſed to bite it ſometimes to 
mortihe his appetite. 

Some think it a great piece of 
Devotion to ſleep upon a dead 
mansskull 5 others to whip them- 
ſelves with a handful of Nettles; 
another 1s admired in the Chro- 
nicles of their Order, for itting 
on one end of a plank, and weigh- 
10g up and down with a Child on 
the other end, inthe mid(t of the 
Town, and continuing ſo to do, 
until the Magiſtrates came and 
{ſaluted him for a Saint. 

I knew one o fervent, that in 
zeal 
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zeal to the Goſpel,” which makes 
mention of Eunuchs, "that wade 
themſelves Eunnchs for the Kingdom 
of God; ated the part of a Chirur- 
gion on himſelf; and thepieces be 
carried on a Trencher tothe 'Su- 
ing periours Chamber, he ordered 
that the two brethren ſhould be 
buried in the Church-yard, wait- 
ing for the reſurreftion. This 
poor fool was within a hands 
breadth of death 3 falling down in 
a {wound at the foot of the block; 
on which he had gelt himſelf. 

[ knew another, who to mode- 
rate his humours, rolled his but- 
tocks on burning coals. 

This was reputed ſanctity by 
ſome, but folly by the Gardiner 3 
becauſe the Coleworts were uſed 
tocure the bladders which he had 
on his breech. 

{ haye known ſome {ſo ſcrupu- 
ous, that they would have thought 
themſelves in the eſtate of dam- 
nation, if they had read but fix 
lines of the Goſpel of Saint Joh», 
Bb 3 tran- 
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tranſlated into the vulgar tongue. 
" I ſhall wave many other pra» 
ices of this kind, to deplore the 
miſery of theſe poor men tranſ- 
ported with zeal, but not accord- 
ing to knowledge. If there be any 
Piety in the Remiſh Church, it 
is, doubtleſs, amongſt them 3 but 
ſeeing their ſanity 1s mixed with 
ſo much extravagance, it 1s not 
to be imitated; for Bodily ex- 
erciſe profiteth little, but godli- 
meſs is profitable unto all things; 
having promiſe of the life that now 
ir, and of that whieh is to come. 


P, 
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CHAP. III. 
The Habits of the Capucins. 


4 bp E Habit of the Capucins 
confiſteth in three things, 
vis. in that great exteriour habit 
which 1s ſeen in little drawers, 
which they call Awrardes; and 
inthecord which muſt be of hair, 
or flax, and muſt have three 
knots. The firſt knot ſignifies 
Chaſtity, the ſecond Poverty, and 
that which beateth on their feet, 
ſignifies Obedience. If any one 
to ſhorten his cord, makes a fourth 
knot, they call it blame and ſelf- 
will. 

The Cloak and Sandales arenot 
of the eſſence of their Habit, nei- 
thercan they wear them but by 
the Popes diſpenſation. 

The rule of the Capncins per- 
mits them to wear another Habit- 
nnderneath, but that hath no 
Hood, It reacheth to the neck 
| Bb4 only 5 
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only 3 and he that wears it, Can» 
not wear -a Cloak. This fort of 
Habit is called Twnica; it 1s made 
of a ſoft and gentle cloth, and he 
that ſhould wear it with a Hood, 
and ſhould not leave off his Cloak, 
would be cenſured guilty of a 
mortal (1n. 

Whereupon there aroſe, one 
day a great diſpute among(t them, 
whether this Taxica, with a Hood, 
might be worn without ſin. To 
this anſwer was made;that for the 
avoiding of (in, it ſhould-be ſown 
at the neck and end of the Slegves 
to the other Habit z and then it 
would be but one Habit : A reſo» 
lution: bath ſubtil and charita* 
ble, which draws a Soul out af 
Hell with a needle full of threed. 

Divers of them wear large nap: 
kings on their back and ſtomach, 
and you may ealily. perceive it by 
looking at their neck. But they 
that da this ſhauld alſo put Nap» 
Kins on the out-ſide. of their 
cloths, in imitation of St. Francis, 
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wha - 


hold) amount to above 35000, 


who having put a Foxes skin 
with inſide his clothes to warm his 
ftomachz cauſed another to be 
ſown on the ont-lfide, that he 
might not be thought an Hypo- 
crite, 

[ haye ſeen ſome of the Capy- 
cins cloaks made of the liſts of 
cloth, and their cloaths made of 
little ſhreds fowed together; but 
they that wore them were 
prouder than a Spaniard with his \ 
Cloak. 


CHAP. IV. 
The Begging of the Capucins. 


N ſome Monaſteries in France, 

there are 120 Monks, and in 
many other 80. and 60. The ex- 
pences of theſe Monaſteries (in 
reference both to back and belly, 
with neceſlaries as well for the 
Church, as Offices of the Houſ- 


or 
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or 40000 livers yearly. $o'that 
you muſt conclude their Wallet 
would be very "urge, if what is 
put into it were ſufficient to de- 
fray ſo great an expence. But 
ſee how they order gheir bu- 
fineſs. no 
The chief of the Town give 
them weekly ſome twenty pounds 
of fleſh, ſome twelve pounds, 
ſome more, ſomelels, _ they 
' give theſe * &xeſtors order totake 
_—_ of their Tx wag And yon 
may gueſs what quantity of fleſh 
1s Lorain into each Monaſtery 
in a week, there being very few 
perſons of note who do not give 
them (ome. 

On Saturdays, moſt common- 
ly, you may ſee at ſeveral times 
of theday, Butchers going to the 
Monaſtery,laden with meat with- 
out each others knowledge; and 
ſometimes the Kitchen is ſo full, 
that it would ſerve to furniſh a 
Butchers ſtall. | 
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added pecuniary Alms, given by 
the Nobility and Gentry of the 
Country. The Capucins dare not 
make uſe of theſe pecuniary Alms, 
until the intention of the donor 
befully declared. 

The Qzeſtor who takes a pride 
in furnifhing the Kitchen well, 
takes with him ſome crafty fel- 
lowsto receive this money, whoa 
when they receive it, caule the 


donor to ſay, that it is to feed the 


poor Fryars3 forif the donor had 
only ſaid in general it is for the 
neceſſities of the Monaſtery, that 
money could not have been made 
uſe of for the Kitchen, Hence it 
comes to paſs, that the money 


which comes from the Country, 


and that which is given for Maſ- 
ſes, Sermons, and other exerciſes, 
is employed moſt commonly for 
the refreſhment of the poor Fry- 
ars; for the Benefaftors cauſe 
thoſe very words to be uſed to 
thoſe to whom the Alms is given, 
which the parties themſelves de- 
fre. There 
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There is ſach an abundance of 
breadgivento ſome Monaſteries, 
that they cannot uſe it all, but the 
Dneſtor knows how to work a 
kind of miracle, ſo that nothingis 
loſt : For when any one of thoſe 
that are wont to give bread, 1s a- 
bout to give his Alms, the @weſtor 
begins to bleſs God for the care he 
hath of the poor- Fryars, and te- 
ſtifies, by his refuſal, that he hath 
no need of it at preſent. Then 
he is asked what it 1s that he wants, 
He dares not ſay he wants 'tleſh; 
for their Conſtitutions forbid 
them to ask fleſhin its proper ſpe- 
cies, except it be for the Sick: 
But he declares that the moſt part 
give them Bread; and that man 
lives not by Bread only, and gives 
ſo many hints, that at laſt the Be- 
nefattor, knowing his meaning, 
gives him fleſh, 

The Bread which they take of 
the Baker is of the fineſt fort, and 
ſometimes tt - ſo much abounds, 
that I have ſeen ( beſides what 
was 


ſt 


The Capucins Journal. 


was-uſed) above 160 dozen of 
Bread remaining in a Monaſtery 
atthe years end. 

ln the time of Vintage they 
beg Winez they receive it by 
bottles at the houſe, and buy it at 
Fairs by the Cask with the Pe- 
cuniary Alms. That which is 
given to the &reſtor in bottles, 
they calt into a Tun with ripe 
Grapes and old Wine to make it 
ſtrong. Itis true that the Supe- 
riours have forbidden any more 
than two or three Casks to be re- 


ceived into the Cellar of the Mo- 


naſtery at a time, for fear of com- 
mitting an offence againſt pover- 
ty; but when that is drunk, they 
cauſe more to be brought in, 
which is kept for a reſerve by ſome 
good friend tothe Monaſtery. 
They beg Wool at the time of 
of Sheep-ſhearing 3 and that they 
may get the more, they ſend out 
four Troops of Capucins, wha 
traverſe the whole Country. That 
Sheep is very cunning that can 


eſcape 
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eſcape without leaving ſome of 
its locks behind it : So that ſome 
Monaſteries have 12007. of Wodl 
yearly ; others 8007. and in ſome 
Monaſteries they make cloth. 

They beg Butter at the ſame 
time; and to get the more, they 
ſend Beaſts laden with empty 
pots, ſome greater, ſome leſs, of 
which every one takes according 
to their devotion; and when 
they are full, lead them back to 
the Monaſtery, whither hath been 
brought ſome years, 4 or 5000, 
according to the goodneſs of the 
feaſon. | 

Some Monaſteries have liberty 
to cut Wood in the Kings For- 
reſts, and the Gentry of the Coun- 
try ſupply them, if they want 
more: Butthey goa ſhorter way 
to work; for on the firſt great 
cold, when it Snows or Hal: 
much, they ſend ſome abroad to 
beg Wood, with a Cart. attending 
them. They go bare as highs 
the knees, and there is wo 
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but contributes ſomething, when 
he ſees their legs bare and red 
with' cold. This way only fur- 
niſheth them with Wood enough 
for the whole year. 

Theſe Beggars ſpare no body. 
If any pe makes Linnen, they 
have thr ſhare. If a Cowor an 
Oxe be killed in Harveſt, theskin 
isappointed to make Sandales for 
the Capncins, " The Chandlers 
give them Candles, the Drugaiſts 
Spices, &c. At Fairs they go from 
ſhop to ſhop, and there are few 
(befides thoſe that ſel} Whiſtles, 
and Puppets) but give them part 
of what they ſell. He that ſhould 
ſee the @xeſtors private Maga- 
zine, would find there more ac- 
commodation then in the beſt fur- 
nſhed Boats. There is in ſome 
Monaſteries greater ſtore of Apo- 
thecaries Wares, than in any ſhop 
in the Town, alſo I have ſeen 
divers Cart-loads of all ſorts of 
Chymical Veſlelsand > 

He that ſhould curioul!y —_— 
the 


ze 
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the Monaſteries of theſe 
Fathers, would find ſome of them 
worth above 100000 Crowns, 
and ſome of them above 120000. 
and havetold you how you ma 
gueſs at their ways of getting fo 
much. Sothat I dare atiyge you 
not one of them hath folind the 
Philoſophers Stone, though many 
have taken great pains in ſeeking 
It. | 

Sometimes they make a very 
remarkable begging, viz. of Gen- 
tlemens Coats and Gowns; to 
cloath their Altars. I have ſeen 
in divers places Gentlewomens 
Damask Coats ſerve to cover Je- 
ſas Chriſt, who (they ſay) isin 


. the Sacrament. But it is a very 


uncivil charity to uncover the 
back-fides of Women, to coyer 
Jeſus Chriſt. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 


The Viſitations of their Provincials. 


viſit the Monaſteries of their 
Provinces at lealt once a year. 
The Provincial gives notice eight 
days before his arrival at any 
Monaſtery. Art his entrance the 
Porter gives an extraordinary 
$ignal to aſſemble all the Fryars 
inthe room, where the common 
hre is kept, whither the Prelate 
goes. Being ſure every one 
affeth his hand kneeling, and 
ſome kiſs his feet; and then having 
kiſt the ground in his preſence, 
they prepare to treat him, 

The Officers having their 
Sleeves turned up to the elbow, 
begin with his ſhoulders, which 
they rub with warm linnen cloths. 
If he ſweats,they rub him'over a- 


[; 1s the duty of Provincials to 


; Jgain and again, and then apply 


two large warm napkins to his 
OL Y» Ce Aftex 
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Afﬀer this they waſh his feet 
with Roſes, and other ſweet 
flowers and herbs; and when 
they are well ſoakt, they wipe 
them with warm Napkins, which 
are employed about him by do- 
zens. They that waſh his feet 
do it bare-headed on their knees 
and when they have done, each 
of them kiffeth one of his feet, 
and hold them until the reſt of 
the Fryars have kiſt them; then 
they conduct him to the fire 
whillt they do the like (though 
fomewhat more {lightly_) to bs 
two companions. 

The Steward is there attend- 
mg, and preſents him with Bread 
and Wine; and having warmed 
himſelf, he is conducted to 1 
Chamber, where he hes down on 
a bed. Perfumes of divers fort 


are there ſmoaking, heaps 


flowers lye on the table, or a 
the flowr, and great Noſe-gaji 
recreate his eyes, and fo welea 
him to repoſe himſelf for a whit 
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When he hath taken his reſt 
fog an hour, they bring up his 
meat; if they have any good bit, 
it is for the Father Provincial. 
[ have counted ſometimes a do- 
zen diſhes before him, and three 
bottles of Wine, each of a diffe- 
rent ſort. His companions are 
ſerved with as many diſhes; for 
each of them eats apart, though 
they lit at the ſame Table. The 
ſecond courſe is not omitted 3 
Cakes, Tarts, and Cream, are 
ſerved up one after the other. 
They end their Meals with Sweet- 
meats, and Spaniſh Wine to com- 
fort their Stomach. 

Having ended his repaſt, he 
takes a walk with the Superiour 
of the Monaſtery 3 who on this 
occalton, gives either good or bad 
characters of his Subjects, accord- 
ingto the condition of his affairs, 
and the order which he pretends 
iseltabliſhed in his Monaſtery. 

The next day the Provincial 
cauſeth five blows to be given 
CCD on 
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on the broken Pick-Axe, to -aſ- 
ſemble the Fryars in the»Dinigg- 
room; where, being arrived, he 
{ignifties the occaſion of his com- 
ing andin a kind of Sermon ex- 
horts them to Abſtinence, So» 
briety, and Auſterity of life 3 and 
appoints to every one In -parti- 
cular, atime of coming to him at 
his Chamber. And this they 
call the Viſitation. 

The Vititation 1s thus; They 
all go one after the other, and 
carry to the Provincial their 
whole equipage, viz. Whip, Bre- 
viary, Rule, Chaplet, Crofs, 
R cliques, Agnus Dez, Books, Ec. 
Being, come to the door of the 
Chamber, they take off their 
Cloaks, and go in bare-foot. As 
toon as they enter, they kiſs the 
ground, and ſtay there bare- 
headed on their knees, whillt 
this Prelate lies ſtretcht on a 
Couch, or its leaning on a Cyſhi- 
on. Heexamines him that enters; 
firſt, concerning his own particu- 
lar 
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lar buſinefles, and then concern- 
ing the affairs of the Monaſtery. 
Whereupon letting looſe their 
nature, they accute each other 
with much paſſion. The Pro- 
vincial writes all down in his 
Table-book, and. having -made 
the ſign of the Croſs with his 
thumb,onethe forehead ofthe Fry- 
ar, he difmiſleth him for that ttme. 

When they have all,thus made, 
their appearance, he aſligns a 
convement hour to return to the 
Dining-room to make his Exhor- 
tation. His Text is moſt com- 
monly ſutable to the complaints 
he hath received; which he ag- 
grevates and exhorts them to a- 
mendment 3 and having ended his 
diſcourſe, he ſays aloud, Confeſ 
your faults. 

Ar which words they all leave 
their places, and putting off their 
Cloaks, fall on their knees, ac- 
culing themſelves as before. Then 
he repreſents to cach one his faults 
in particular, and enjoyns them 

Cc 3 Penances. 
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Penances. Some he. enjoyns to 
whip themſelves thrice, ſome 
twice, and ſome once. Such a 
one is to faſt three Fridays with 
bread and water; and another to 
kiſs the feet of all the Fryars. 
All that are Prieſts, he enjoyns 
toſay a Maſs of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and the Clerks to ſay a Chaplet of 
our Lady at his intention. 

IF any one hath offended in a 
reſerved caſe, he muſt declare it 
to the Provincial; it any one 
hath committed an extraordinary 
crime, he is.caſt into Priſon by 
way of Proviſion, until a decree 
paſs againſt him in the next Pro- 
vincial Aſſembly. 

Having all thus accuſed them- 
ſelves, and received their Pe- 
nances, they ſay their Confiteor. 
After which, this Prelate puts on 
his Spectacles, takes a Book in 
his hand, and pronounceth with a 
loud voice(by the power, which 
he ſaith, he hath received from 
the Pope) the remiſſion of all 

caſes 
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caſes reſerved; and not reſerved 
of all cenſures, excommunications, 
ſuſpentians, interducts, Ec. Then 


he diſpoſeth himſelf for his Din- 


ner 5 after which, he departs for 
another Monaſtery. This is the 
important employment of this 
great Father throughout the year, 
ſome few days excepted in the 
depth of Winter. 

At his departure from the Mo- 
naitery, they all attend him on 
their kaees at the gate, where, at 
his coming, they preſent him with 
the Holy water; which he ſprin- 
kles on their faces; and then 
having all kiſt the ground, he bids 
them farewel. 

This Prelate hath commonly 
two companions, whereof one 
ſerves him as a Secretary (but 1s 
called his fellow Counſellour) the 
other carries his Baggage 5 and 
this hath four Pouches or Pockets 
in this Cloak, and one in each 
Sleeve; wherein be carries the 
Provincials Records with ſome 

Cc 4 pieces 
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pieces of fine Serge to be applyed 
to his body, if he ſbould be cold; 
and fine Linnen to wipe him, if 
he ſhould ſweat: ſome Ten bottles 
of Wine (whereof one of Span 
Wine) to prevent Faintneſs ; and 
ſome Bread; and roaſted Fowls, 
which are given him to fortifie 
him in his journey. 


A certain Provincial being once 
in the Country on a Feſtival day, 
had the devotionto ſay Maſs, and 
the Fryar hath carried the bag- 
gage, .laying down his Cloak, 
partly out of reverence, and part- 
ly to eaſe himſelf, Whilſt he 
was thus communicating (as they 
do every Holiday) a Grey- 
hound-bit.h drew a roaſted leg 
of Mutton out of one of the 
Pockets, and carried it away in 
her mouth, throw the middeſt of 
the people; who till then never 
knew that the Capucins had made 
a Cupboard of his Cloak, I leave 
you to judge whether this poor 
Fryar 
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Fryar did not communicate with 


diſtraction. 


_— 


CHAP. VI. 
The Priſons of the Capucins. 


HE moſt perfect man upon 

earth 1s ſubje& to failings 3 
and fin deſerves puniſhment, ac- 
cording to the degree of its ex- 
ceſs: wherefore theſe good Fa- 
thers(beſidesthe afore-mentioned 
Penances) have their Priſons like- 
wiſetochaſtiſe Delinquents.” 

Theſe Priſons are of two ſorts, 
ſome are high, and ſome low. 
The high Priſons are Chambers 
with Grated windows, and pad- 
lockt-doors, not differing from 
other Chambers. 

The low Priſons are *twixt four 
ſtrong walls, garniſhed with 
pieces of wood; the light comes 
in, only through a high ſmall 
grated window, ont of the Pri- 
loners 
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ſonersreach. All their houſhold. 
ſtuffis a Straw-bed, and a Straw- 
cover for the Privy. 

Some are there five years, ſome 
four, &c. according tothe great- 
neſs of their crime. But ſuch 
Priſons molt commonly ſerve 
only for thoſe that run away from 
the Monaſtery, whom they call 
Apoſtates 3 whether they return 
voluntarily, or are taken by 
force. 

Some years ſince they took a 
poor wretch that had run away 
from the Monaſtery 3 and having 
bound him, they put him naked 
into a bundle made of Straw ; and 
were carrying him from Picardy 
to Paris; but he eſcaped at Amiens, 
and ran into a Court of guard, 
where having taken him, they 
again put him into Priſon, where 
he fell diſtracted, and fo dyed. 

I knew one condemaed to per- 
petual Impriſonmentz he had a 
chain about his middle, and ma- 
nacles on his hands, He had no 

other 
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other bed, ' than the block to 
which he was chained; neither 
had he any food, ſave bread and 
water thrice a week ; but the truth 
is, his crime deſerved death. 

Theſe Priſoners come not out 
till the time be expired; they 
hear Maſs through a hole at the 
door, and never ſpeak without 
leaves they communicate at a 
little window. The knife which 
1s given them at their meals 1s 
broken : they have no other Ta- 
ble then the floor, except they 
will eat on the ſeat of the Privy. 
They have no Hood to their 
Habit, but are allowed ſuch a 
one to cover their head, as the 
people of Bearn wear; and for a 
Girdle, a very weak liſt of cloth, 
for fear, leaſt if they had their 
cord, ſome inconvenience might 
happen. 

To theſe Impriſonments; ſome 
other Penances are added, wiz. 
Some are let out Fridays to whip 
themſelves publickly ; others have 

their 
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their bread and drink by meaſure, 
&*c. If any one ſtrikes his Gaoler, 
they ſtrip him, and whip him with 
a witneſs. 

Theſe Priſons ſerve not only 
for Criminals, but alſo for Dt- 
ſtrafted Perſons, who are whipt 
often to bring them to their ſenſes, 
On a certain time, one of theſe 
Mad Men being got out of his 
Dungeon, went ſtrait tothe Pul- 
pit, where one was to Preach; 
and ſitting with his naked breech 
onthe edge of the Pulpit, threw 
himſelf down; and falling on a 
Gentlewoman, had like to have 
broken her neck. This hapned 
upon one of their moſt ſolemn 
Feſtival days. 
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CHAP. VIL 
The Recreations of the Capucins. 


Here is nocord but will break, 

if it continues too long 
ſtretchtz and therefore-theſe Fa- 
thers let themſelves looſe thrice 
a year, to prepare for the auſte- 
ritiesof Lent. 

Before any Lent begins (for 
they- have three or four in the 
year) they have eight days at 
each time, which they call days 
of Recreation. This Recreation 
begins with good cheer, their 
table being better furniſht than at 
other times. - Veal and Mutton 
arethen too hard tobe digeſted 3 
Turkies, Capons, Hares, Rab- 
bets, Pullets, Pigeons, Wood- 
cocks, Larks, Cc. are there tobe 
found according to the ſeaſon. 
| have often ſcen a Pullet, aPye, 
a Tart, and ſome Sugar'd Fritters 
at each mans Trencher. Og Fiſh- 
days 
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days they have Oyſters in the 
ſhell to whet their Stomachy, 
nor is there any lack of the bet 
Wines. * Sometimes they have 
had ſuch exceſs of Proviſion, that | 
they have been forced to throw 
away many Plates of it, to fatten 
the root of a Tree, inſtead of 
giving it to the Poor; for this 
Charity would be accounted (can- 
dalous amongſt them 3 and would 
make thoſe that ſhould hear 
of it, think they had too much 
plenty, and conſequently it would 
make their Benefators hold their 
hands. 

In theſe days there is no read- 
ing, every one talks freely at Ta- 
blez they drink one to another; 
they break jeſts round the Table; 
they have their Marrow-bones, 
make Salmigondies dreſs the Hares 
head A l2 mode ;; they drink ſuper+ 
w#aculur, and ſometimes have a 
merry Song with it, 

Sometimes after their Meals, 
they act the Jack-Pudding, ſhew 
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he |  Hocws Poras, and me Tricks; 
8, | anddo all the reit mentioned by 
lt Mr. D#u Moulin, his 15 Chapter; 
ve | Towhichl add, that they 'ſome- 
at | eimes diſguiſe rhemſelves like 
w | Court-beggers, acting all ſorts of 
en | poſtures. Sometimes ſuch Co- 
of | mediesare turned into Tragedies3 
us | but they that at them being ab- 

0- | ſolved, the next day, by anex- 
id | traordinary and publick Abſolu- 
rj} tion. I ſhall not mention parti- 
ch culars, but leave them inthe rank 
Id | of (inspardoned. 

Ar Aﬀer theſe Divertifements, 
the Signal is given for rhe fign- 
d& | ingof Grace, and thenthey omit 
a | nothing which they can invent 
31 to make themſelves merry, vis. 
53 | Ther's your Choire of Muſick, 
5, | andthe moſt ddlicate Court-airs 
& | Sung. Here they are Playing art 
r- | Draughts, and 'Che(s; at another 
21 place they are Fencing. Some 
play at 'Hop-Frog , 'ſome thew 
Ss | Tumbleri-Txicks; ſome go a 
Wi Mumming,/@c, Butthey that are 
a ot 


#5,E 


| JuUcins: Fournal, 
of a cold; conſtitution, lit by the 

_ fire chearing their hearts with 
good Wine.; Ina word, thereis 
notſo:much noiſe in any Tavern 
in France, asintheſe Monaſteries, 
at ſuch times of Recreation. 

It is obſervable, that on All- 
$4ints day,when the Yagiles tor the 
dead are over, whilſt others are 

. every; where weeping 3- and cauſe 
the Bells to be Rung, and Pray- 
-ers to be made for their Deceaſed 
Kinsfolk.-;; The Capwcins are en- 
gaged in theſe Reecreations, ſo. 
that, who;can imagine they be- 
lieve the Doctrine of the Pur-: 
gatory ? 
- In their Recreations. on Twelfth- 
day-eve:(which they call the Epi- 
phany) they divide a, Cake, and 
he to whole lot the Bean falls, 
1s King, His quality makes him 
fit by the Superiour;z and then 
he is crowned with a Parch- 
board Crown, which they put on 
the topof his Hood. After that 
he creates his ſeveral -Officers,not 
omitting 
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omiting his Fool; and every time 
he drinks, they ſing- muſically, 
the King drinks: 


Leagues are ſometimes made 
againſt theſe Kings, which trou- 
ble their State and the whole Mo- 
naſtery. Sometimes their moſt 
generous Souldiers have been up 
to the ears in Fire 3 witneſs, that” 
brick Lay-Fryar, who endea- 
vouring to throw a Squib over 
a door, let fall his Candle into a 
diſh of powder that he had in his 
hand, which finged his Beard 
and his Chops, and made him in 
this burning heat, leap into the 
Fountain, crying out with open 
mouth, Sure Felix ora pro 
nobis. 

But this Prayer did not keep 
his face from being plaiſter'd up 
for above a fortnight, inſuch ſort, 
he could not breath but through 
areed, or quill, 


I ſhall not mention their Dance- 
Dd ing 


ing, with Songs, (as the Song (My 
little Brown Miſireſi you kill me, 
&c. ſeeing they are prohibited; 
but ſome Balls are not diſliked, 
when any lovers of Balls are in 
the Monaſtery. . 


I ſhall content my ſelf with 
what hath been ſaid, for the dif- 
covery of the ſecret pradtices of 
the Caprcins; andT have not done 
this with a detign to offend them, 
but only to put a ſtop to the opi- 
nion of thoſe that would make 
them paſs for Angels, and not for 
Men. However, I declare that 
of all the Monks of the Romiſh 
Church, theſe are the moſt honeſt 
and civil, and of the beſt extra- 
Gtion. Now if their zeal deſerves 
reproach, 'tis becauſe it is with- 
out knowledge. If they exceed 
intheir Recreations, 'tis becauſe 
they have them but feldom, and 
therefore they ſtudy to make uſe 
of their time of mirth, whilſt 
they have it. I pray GodilJomi- 

; nate 
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” nate their, minds with his Know- 
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ledge, (by bringing them out of 
that darkneſs, into which their 
birth, and the opinion of their 
imaginary Holineſs hath plagued 
them) and tranſlate them into his 
marvelous light. 


